ASLA Leaders E-Express …

March 16, 2011
Governance and Administration
· While in Tokyo, Japan, to brief Japanese landscape architects on ASLA and the profession in the U.S., President Jonathan Mueller, FASLA, and wife Nancy experienced the massive earthquake and significant aftershocks.  Mueller reported that his meetings with the Japanese landscape architects, which concluded prior to the earthquake, were very productive.  ASLA released a letter from President Mueller to the membership, providing information on how to contribute to the disaster response efforts in that country.  

· The monthly Executive Committee conference call was held yesterday. Among the items discussed were the president’s report on his meeting in Japan; a debriefing on the BOT/CPC member qualifications webinars; finance and investments update; and National Landscape Architecture Month for 2011.
· Joint BOT/CPC webinars were held March 1-3 to present the Member Services and Licensure Committee reports and recommendations related to membership qualifications. The next step is for ASLA chapter leaders to use the Chapter Discussion Guide to facilitate a discussion on these issues at the chapter level and then report back to headquarters by April 15. For questions or additional information, contact Barbara Drobins, Director of Membership and Chapter Services and Julia Lent, Director of Government Affairs.  For those who could not participate, make-up webinars will be given on March 23 and 30 at 2 p.m. EDT.
· EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, met today with American Planning Association Executive Director Paul Farmer, Hon. ASLA, to discuss ongoing collaborations, economic/financial issues, and other topics.  Also today, Somerville participated in a meeting of the Greater Washington Board of Trade’s (GWBOT) Green Committee.  Somerville is assisting the GWBOT with development of a forum on regional stormwater issues and strategies.  

· On Monday, Somerville was an invited participant in a stakeholders’ meeting on low-impact development (LID) convened by DC Water, the independent regional water and sewer authority.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss opportunities for using LID to meet court-ordered water quality standards and deadlines.  
· The Sustainable Sites Initiative™ (SITES™) Executive Committee met by conference call last week in preparation for next week’s meeting of the SITES Technical Coordinating Committee.  Several staff members will be traveling to Austin for the meeting, which will focus on the pilot project certification process.  Representatives of the U.S. Green Building Council and the Green Building Certification Institute will be on hand to share their experience.  
· The green roof was visited last week by a group of landscape architecture students from the University of Maryland.  Feedback from the professor included, “It was an exceptional learning experience for the students and they are excited to apply some of these new ideas to their designs for our own green roof.” Looking ahead, several large groups, local and international, are already planned for April as the roof is coming into bloom again.
Government Affairs   

· ASLA needs your green infrastructure projects today!  The March 31 deadline is fast approaching to submit your green infrastructure for stormwater management projects and case studies so that EPA may determine the benefits of requiring these projects across the country.  To assist with its rulemaking process, EPA needs at least 300 case studies/projects.  Currently, ASLA is far short of this goal, with only 64 cases submitted.  Each chapter has been asked to facilitate submission of at least 10 case studies.  Submitting these case studies today will have a direct impact on opportunities for the profession in the future! 

· A Florida House subcommittee approved a bill that would deregulate landscape architecture along with a number of professions, including interior design, and surveying.  The chapter is mobilized to oppose this legislation.   A similar bill was proposed in New Hampshire but it appears that it will not move forward this year.  That bill also included many other professions, but not interior design or surveying.  

· RSVP For Advocacy Day!  Advocacy Day 2011, May 19, is fast approaching.  Your information is needed so that Government Affairs can begin scheduling congressional meetings.  BOT members should use the BOT Advocacy Day 2011 RSVP survey  and CPC members should use the CPC Advocacy Day 2011 RSVP Survey to provide the necessary information.   

· Great news!  Congressman Steven LaTourette (R-OH) has agreed to join Congresswoman Doris Matsui (D-CA) in introducing the Complete Streets Act of 2011, making it a bi-partisan effort.   ASLA and the Complete Streets Coalition have been working to secure LaTourette’s original co-sponsorship of the bill.  Also, kudos to the Ohio Chapter for sending advocacy messages to Rep. LaTourette which helped to convince him to become an original sponsor of the bill.  Stay tuned for more bill information once the measure is introduced. 

· ASLA has launched the Transform Transportation with Design campaign to highlight critical transportation programs and policies important to landscape architects and other design professionals.  The campaign will also jumpstart ASLA’s advocacy efforts to urge Congress to re-authorize a surface transportation bill that fairly apportions funding to all modes of transportation including, bicycling, walking, and public transportation. 

· ASLA has joined the Trust for Public Land, the City Parks Alliance, and others in a letter to President Obama asking him to support the inclusion of Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) in the FY 2011 budget.  The president’s FY 2012 Budget calls for full funding of LWCF, but the House of Representatives Budget included an 87 percent reduction in LWCF in FY 2011. 
· ASLA also joined other members of the Cultural Resources Preservation Coalition in sending a letter to the House Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior leadership. The letter urges the committee to support funding for National Conservation System, a collection of treasured outdoors landscapes that are threatened by budget cuts, as well as encouraging support for the National Scenic and Historical Trails Program, and the national Wild and Scenic Rivers.   

· The Advocacy Network continues to be a valuable grassroots tool for ASLA.  ASLA advocates have sent nearly 2,900 messages to their elected officials this year encouraging them to learn more about landscape architecture, defending programs important to the profession, and asking Congress to act on important legislation.  Members are encouraged to utilize the network to defend and promote the profession in Congress and in state houses across the country.  If your chapter would like to utilize the advocacy network, please contact Legislative Analyst Kevin O’Hara; phone, (202) 216-2370.
Publishing and Resource Development

· Advertising contracts for Landscape Architecture Magazine now total 72 percent of the annual budget goal.  The April issue will be posted on Zinio for free downloading by anyone in celebration of National Landscape Architecture Month (NLAM) and will be emailed to approximately 42,000 members, non-members, and allied professionals.  Publishing worked with Public Relations and Communications to provide each chapter with 50 print copies of the April issue for use during NLAM activities.  The May issue will feature a lighting directory and will be distributed at the AIA Convention in New Orleans.

· EXPO and annual meeting sponsorship contracts now total 68 percent of the annual budget goal.  The annual meeting “save the date” postcard has been mailed to more than 60,000 members, non-members, prospective exhibitors, and allied professionals.  Online registration is set for a soft open the first week of May and the print registration brochure will be mailed at that time.

· Nominations for the ASLA Council of Fellows are due this Friday, March 18.  A reminder was sent to chapter leaders last week. Please contact Director of Meetings and Special Programs Joyce DePass with any last-minute questions. 
· The ASLA Council of Fellows (COF) scholarship has received 17 applications this year. The COF Executive Committee will meet via conference call later this month to select the two recipients.

· Five more schools have signed up to participate in the annual meeting Alumni Reunion since the last Express. They include the University of Arkansas; University of Colorado Denver; UCLA Extension Program; University of Oklahoma; and The Pennsylvania State University.  This brings the total to 32 schools with three schools hosting private receptions.  Chapter leaders who would like to work with their local schools to ensure they are represented at the Alumni Reunion should contact Meetings and Special Programs Coordinator Melissa Soares.

· A total of 610 entry forms were received for the 2011 professional awards program, holding steady with the four-year average. The deadline for submissions was last Friday and the jury will meet at the end of the month.

· JobLink postings have increased significantly this week to 44—the highest number of postings in the past 18 months and boding well for an improving economy.
Member and Chapter Services

· As of today, the current ASLA membership is 15,711 (see details):

	MEMBER CATEGORY
	TOTAL

	Affiliate ASLA
	660

	Associate ASLA
	1,386

	Corporate ASLA
	180

	Full Member
	9,734

	Full-Fellow
	660

	Honorary ASLA
	126

	International ASLA
	185

	Student Affiliate ASLA
	419

	Student ASLA
	2,361


· Ryan Sotirakis, Student ASLA, has been elected as the 2011-2012 ASLA Student Representative. His term officially begins at the close of the 2011 ASLA Mid-Year Meeting, in which he will be in attendance. Sotirakis is an MLA candidate at the University of Colorado, Denver.

· Eighty-seven new and rejoin member applications and 437 renewal invoices were processed between March 2-15. 

· President-Elect Susan Hatchell, FASLA, attended the Wisconsin Chapter 2011 Spring Conference and Professional Awards, a joint conference with APA-Wisconsin. Approximately 300 landscape architects and planners attended the two-day conference (March 9-10) at the Frontier Airlines Center in downtown Milwaukee. Hatchell’s presentation was titled "Opportunities and Collaborations for Challenging Times."

· The following Membership correspondence was sent: Membership Minute to 221 chapter leaders (topic, mentoring); the “Welcome to ASLA” to the 22 new members and the “Thank You for Renewing” to the 415 renewing members processed between of March 2-13; the underpayment memo to eight members; membership cards to 18 upgrading members; and 25 ASLA new member certificates.

· Billing reports were completed and invoices were mailed to: 
· Membership first renewal (5/31/11) – 1,205 members
· Membership second renewal (4/30/11) – 750 members
· Membership final renewal (2/28/11) – 434 members
· Firm Finder first renewal (5/31/11) – 2 firms

· Firm Finder second renewal (4/30/11) – 1 firm

· Firm Finder final renewal (2/28/11) – 3 firms

· LAM subscription first renewal (5/31/11) – 151 subscribers

· LAM subscription second renewal (4/30/11) – 136 subscribers

· LAM subscription final renewal (2/28/11) – 106 subscribers.
Public Relations and Communications

· ASLA.org has undergone a refresh to introduce more graphics and rotating content and features. There’s a new home page; multimedia hub and central news hub. Learn more about some of the new features. 

· The five Sustainable Landscapes animations are getting coverage and have received some 24,000 pageviews to date. See a collection of press. A sixth on energy efficient home landscapes goes live next week.

· A news release on the 2011 ASLA Residential Trends Survey is receiving pick up, and the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal’s MarketWatch wire service, and other media have reached out concerning stories about it. 

· Recent coverage of ASLA has appeared in the Montreal Gazette, Active Rain, MarketWatch, Daily Finance, AEC Café, On Earth magazine, Green Lodging News, and Prairie Business, among others.  Work continues with Residential Architect, Total Landscape Care, Architectural West magazine, Qualified Remodeler magazine, Garden Design magazine, and Consumer Reports on stories about landscape architecture. 

· To date, 42 of the 48 chapters have appointed representatives to attend the Public Awareness Summit in July, serve as local implementers for the Public Awareness campaign kick-off event in August, and work with national to execute coordinated outreach over the next two years.
· The new chapter PR resource blog, ASLA Public Relations 365, is live.

· ASLA and Harvard Graduate School of Design are collaborating to promote GSD’s Spring 2011 lecture series. Andrew Zientek, an MLA II candidate at Harvard University Graduate School of Design, was selected by Harvard to be the guest blogger on The Dirt. His first two posts on Vito Acconcis and Alexandre Chemetoff have been widely read.

· In a new review, Fresh Kills Park blog featured the “Building a Park Out of Waste” video ArchNewsNow and Planetizen featured the new interview with Jaime Lerner. Planetizen also featured posts on the new Minneapolis riverfront and how to reuse concrete. The City Fix made the post on reusing concrete a top pick.

Professional Practice

· At its quarterly meeting on March 9, the Smart Growth Network (SGN) welcomed two new partner organizations:  the American Public Health Association and the Sustainable Community Development Group.  Michael Goo, the new EPA Associate Administrator of the Office of Policy, which oversees EPA’s smart growth program, spoke to the group. Goo assured SGN of the importance of smart growth as a priority issue within EPA, and indicated that he was impressed by the diversity of the SGN membership. National Association of Realtors representative Joe Molinaro presented preliminary results of a survey of housing preferences. 

· LinkedIn groups have been created for two more PPNs: the International Practice PPN  and Women in Landscape Architecture.

Deadlines and Reminders
· March 31 is the deadline to use the ASLA Green Infrastructure Projects Survey to submit case studies and background information on stormwater management projects.
· The 2011 midyear meeting will be held May 18-21 at the Grand Hyatt in Washington, DC.  The basic schedule has been added to the Leadership Calendar.
· Chapters are encouraged to submit their LAND Chapter Chat items (e.g., events, partnerships, accolades, etc.) to ASLA Public Relations Coordinator Michael Cowden.
· The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.
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