ASLA Leaders E-Express …

April 27, 2011
Governance and Administration
· President Jonathan Mueller, FASLA, will be presenting the first-ever Theodore Wirth Award at the Minnesota Chapter’s Annual Awards Celebration and Gala on Friday in Minneapolis. The recipient of the award was selected by the chapter’s fellows in ASLA. Mueller will also speak about the Wirth family legacy and the impact it has had on the city. 
· Susan Hatchell, FASLA, President Elect was in Genoa, Italy, April 19-20, representing ASLA as a juror for the Torsanlorenzo International Prize.  The 10 jurors included international representatives from six countries who reviewed submissions in three categories: Landscape Design in Transformation of the Territory; Urban Green Spaces; and Private Gardens in Cities and Suburbs.  The Torsanlorenzo Prize, given every two years, was in association with the EuroFlora, a spectacular flower show held in Genoa every five years. Hatchell will also be a keynote speaker at the Georgia ASLA Tri-State Conference on Friday.
· The agenda and backup materials for the midyear Board of Trustees meeting have been posted on the web.  In addition, two BOT conference calls have been scheduled for review of chapter discussion feedback on the member qualifications issues, and to identify any additional questions or information needs prior to the midyear meeting.  The Downing, Eliot, and Jensen Groups are scheduled for next Tuesday, May 3, and the Kessler, Manning, and Olmsted Groups for Wednesday, May 4, both at 2:00 p.m. EDT/11:00 a.m. PDT.  Particulars for the calls will be emailed in the next couple of days.  Anyone who can’t make the call on the day their breakout group is scheduled should call in on the alternate day.
· EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, is attending the National Mayors Summit on City Design in Chicago from today until Friday. The invitation-only event is organized by the Mayors Institute on City Design with the National Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Conference of Mayors.  
· EVP Somerville and several staff members attended Green DC Day last Wednesday. This was a combination Earth Day celebration and awards presentation.  ASLA received the District Department of the Environment’s Partner of the Year Award.  Local member, Sharon Bradley, ASLA, received an award in the design and construction category.  Both awards were given out by D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray.  

· Andrea Cochran, FASLA, lectured at the National Building Museum in Washington, DC, on April 19.  The lecture, part of the museum’s Spotlight on Design series, was timed to coincide with National Landscape Architecture Month.  EVP Somerville introduced Cochran and co-hosted a post-lecture dinner for her.  
· Special Assistant to the EVP Keith Swann participated in the U.S. Botanic Garden’s Earth Day event in Washington, DC, last Friday to promote ASLA’s green roof, animations on sustainability, and SITES™.

· The green roof is in bloom and is now five years old! A series of events will be held to celebrate this milestone. Currently, a stormwater runoff study is underway. The study will be completed over a 6-9 month period, depending on how many rain events the Washington, DC, area gets. With all the rain, so far, we’re still waiting for the runoff!  Talk about absorbency.  Today, the green roof will host the Capitol Hill Garden Club. Tonight, it’s magazine advertising prospects and potential exhibitors. Next month, it will be members of Congress and staff.
Government Affairs   

· It’s time To get ready for Advocacy Day 2011 on May 19, where ASLA advocates will meet with federal legislators and staff to discuss key transportation planning and design legislation and legislation to create community parks. This year on Advocacy Day, the House of Representatives is NOT in session and advocates will meet with House transportation staff.  The Senate is in session and ASLA is working to schedule meetings with your senators and senate staff.  Please visit the Advocacy Day 2011 website to learn the issues and how to prepare for these upcoming meetings. 

· Important Date Change: The Learning ASLA Legislative Priorities 101 webinar will be held on Wednesday, May 11 @ 2:00 p.m. EDT. (rescheduled from May 3).  During this webinar, advocates will learn background information and talking points about ASLA’s legislative priorities for Advocacy Day. If you missed the April 26 webinar on Advocacy Tools and Tips, it will be posted on the ASLA Advocacy Day 2011 website along with other information about Advocacy Day.  If you have any questions about the webinars or Advocacy Day please email Federal Government Affairs Manager Roxanne Blackwell or call 202-216-2334. 
· A reminder to RSVP:  the 2011 Advocacy Summit is slated for July 22-24 in Alexandria, Virginia, in tandem with the inaugural Public Awareness Summit.  The Advocacy Summit will host 30 representatives from chapters around the country with a focus on assisting chapters to build their advocacy programs and engage more landscape architects in advocacy.  If your chapter is interested in attending, please use this survey to nominate an individual from your chapter.  Such individuals should be seasoned advocates who will serve as a mentor for chapter efforts.  Chapters will be selected by May 15.  For more information, contact Government Affairs Director Julia Lent.

· What is a small business?  The Small Business Administration (SBA) has proposed increasing the threshold size of landscape architectural firms from $7 million to $19 million. ASLA encourages its members to weigh in on how this proposed size change could impact you and your firm and any potential federal procurement opportunities.  Once you have submitted your comments to the SBA, please forward them to Federal Government Affairs Manager Roxanne Blackwell. 

· The ASLA Congressional Green Roof Tour and Reception will be held on Thursday, May 26, the grand finale for Congressional High Performance Building Week (May 23–27).

· To date over 300 members sent over 900 messages in support of a Dear Colleague Letter drafted by Congressmen Tom Petri (R-WI) and Mike Michaud (D-ME) asking for inclusion of the Recreational Trails Program in the reauthorization of the surface transportation bill. ASLA urges members to contact your legislators today and ask them to support recreational trails.  ASLA members should be prepared for a sustained advocacy effort to protect the Recreational Trails Program, Transportation Enhancements, Safe Routes to School, Complete Streets, and other ASLA priorities as House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman John Mica (FL) drafts his reauthorization bill.  

Finance
· EVP Somerville and CFO Michael O’Brien, have signed the client representation letter and the audit should be finalized this week.
· Vaughn Rinner, VP of Finance, David Lycke, Chair of the Audit Committee, Dick Powell, Chair of the Finance and Investments Committee, and CFO O’Brien, have a conference call on Friday to discuss the finalized audit and the first quarter results.  
Landscape Architecture Magazine

· The May issue of LAM is on its way to members. It features the Miami Beach SoundScape park, which is West 8’s first completed project in the U.S., as well as Ballast Point Park in Sydney and a feature detailing the difficulties designers face when deciding where to place their archives. The issue also includes a detailed account of efforts by the National Park Service and the Jaeger Company over the past decade to protect the views of the Blue Ridge Parkway when rebuilding stone guard walls and wood railings along roadside overlooks.

· LAM Editor Brad McKee was the keynote speaker at Arizona ASLA’s 2011 Conference and Awards Gala on April 23. He also conducted a workshop that afternoon for members about ways to get their work published in the magazine.

Publishing and Resource Development

· Advertising contracts for Landscape Architecture Magazine now total 77 percent of the annual budget goal.  The May issue shipped out this week and will be distributed at the AIA Convention in New Orleans, May 12-14.  

· EXPO and annual meeting sponsorship contracts now total 74 percent of the annual budget goal.  Complimentary, full page print advertisements promoting the annual meeting have been bartered with Arborist News, Developments (American Resort Development Association), Dwell magazine, Landscape Architecture Australia, Living Architecture Monitor (Green Roofs for Healthy Cities), Marketer (Society for Marketing Professionals Services), Paisajismo/ASFLOR (Spanish landscape architecture magazine), Planning (American Planning Association), The Architects Newspaper, and TOPOS.  The ads will run in issues between May and October. 
· Forty schools have now signed up for the Alumni Reunion at the annual meeting.  Recent additions include Temple University, University of Minnesota, University of Connecticut, Michigan State University, University of Virginia, and City College of New York.
· The number of entries for the ASLA Student Awards program has increased to more than 130 representing over 50 different schools.  The deadline for entry forms is next Friday, May 6, and a multi-platform marketing push is underway to increase the number of undergraduate entries as well as the number of U.S. schools represented.

· JobLink job postings continue to increase steadily, today at 45 postings—the highest it has been in more than two years.  This is a significant increase over the same quarter of 2010.

Member and Chapter Services

· As of today, the current ASLA membership is 15,790 (see details):

	MEMBER CATEGORY
	TOTAL

	Affiliate
	661

	Associate
	1,382

	Corporate
	183

	Full Member
	9,741

	Full-Fellow
	656

	Honorary
	126

	International
	191

	Student Affiliate
	421

	Student
	2,429


· Over 100 new and rejoin member applications, and 362 renewal invoices were processed April 13-26. In addition, the department processed one Emeritus request, one dues waiver, one Limited, one Temporary-Limited, and five Free Associate applications. It also created 21 company profiles for FirmFinder.

· Lapsed member outreach calls were made to the 113 lapsed December 31, 2010, members with valid phone numbers (90-day grace period expired on March 31) regarding their non-renewal. Five members were recaptured.
· Billing reports were completed and invoices were mailed to: 
· Membership first renewal (6/30/11) – 1,175 members
· Membership second renewal (5/31/11) – 998 members
· Membership final renewal (3/31/11) – 371 members
· Firm Finder first renewal (6/30/11) – 3 firms

· Firm Finder second renewal (5/31/11) – 0 firms

· Firm Finder final renewal (3/31/11) – 1 firm

· LAM subscription first renewal (6/30/11) – 151 subscribers

· LAM subscription second renewal (5/31/11) – 121 subscribers

· LAM subscription final renewal (3/31/11) – 84 subscribers
· The following membership correspondence was sent: Welcome to ASLA email to the 69 new members and a Thank You for Renewing email to the 259 renewing members processed April 11-24; underpayment memos to 11 members; membership cards to 15 upgrading members; 34 ASLA new member certificates; membership information to six prospective members; and award certificates to the California Sierra, Colorado, Great Plains, Idaho–Montana, Iowa, Minnesota, North Carolina, North Dakota, New York Upstate, Pennsylvania/Delaware, Potomac, Texas, and Utah chapters; as well as to the Guelph student chapter. Specialty reports were sent to the Boston, Florida and Maryland chapters, and UCLA Extension Student Chapter.
Public Relations and Communications

· Public Relations and Communications Director Terry Poltrack visited the Sierra ASLA chapter to address members during the celebration of their restored Honors and Awards program. 

· Recent coverage of ASLA appeared in the Pittsburgh Business Times, Texas Monthly, Memphis Flyer, Acorn Newspapers, Charlotte Observer, Aol’s DIY Life, and the Memphis Daily News, among other outlets.. 

· ASLA issued a news release on winning the 2011 DC Mayor’s Environmental Excellence Partner of the Year Award. 

· Public Relations and Communications Coordinator Mike Cowden worked with ASLA’s Georgia, South Carolina, New York City, New Mexico, Oregon, Washington, and Connecticut chapters to distribute press releases and or media contacts.  

· Five chapters are working with ASLA to help secure media coverage for local NLAM events.

· With the outreach for NLAM events, ASLAPR365 blog scored more visitors than March and continues to grow as a living resource for chapters. The new tool has had 558 visits to date.  

· Voting ends Thursday for the Webby Award People’s Choice Award. BE SURE TO VOTE, and encourage fellow professionals, family, and friends to participate as well. You can vote for ASLA under the Website: Associations category at http://webby.aol.com/.

· The Business Quarterly for first quarter 2011 was released via press release and in LAND, and responses show continued improvement, be it relative, in business conditions.

· Jan Gehl, one of the leading urban design thinkers, gave an exclusive interview for asla.org. Gehl Architects did a piece on the interview, and Planetizen also featured it. And a second interview with Joyce Lee, director of New York City’s NYC Active Design program, also received coverage on Planetizen.

· The Dirt continues to get healthy pick up. Pruned picked up the post on cities using brownfields to create solar farms. Planetizen featured the posts on the benefits of public art and urban gardening on brownfields.  CityFix, EMBARQ’s blog, made the post on the growth of the green roof market a top pick. Timber Press featured a post on novel ecosystems. Mongabay.com, a content partner, reposted Oyster-tecture in Action.
  
Professional Practice

· Professional Practice Manager Liz Guthrie gave a presentation on the Sustainable Sites Initiative™ (SITES™) to undergraduate and graduate students at the University of Maryland’s Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture on Monday.

· Planning for the February 2012 New Partners for Smart Growth meetings in San Diego is underway. The call for education session proposals will go out in mid-May; the planning committee will review proposals during July and August. Professional Practice Manager Rachel Shaw is participating in the planning conference calls.

· On April 13 staff from several departments attended an event to celebrate the establishment of the Dumbarton Oaks Park Conservancy in Washington, DC, coinciding with the 70th anniversary of the park’s establishment. The park was originally part of Dumbarton Oaks estate, designed by noted landscape architect Beatrix Farrand in the 1920’s. The celebration was held at the National Cathedral and featured renowned scientist E.O. Wilson as guest speaker. Wilson, emphasizing the importance of preserving outdoor spaces, told the audience how his experiences exploring Rock Creek Park as a boy influenced his early decision to become an entomologist and travel the world.

Deadlines and Reminders
· The 2011 midyear meeting will be held May 18-21 at the Grand Hyatt in Washington, DC.  The basic schedule has been added to the Leadership Calendar.
· Chapters are encouraged to submit their LAND Chapter Chat items (e.g., events, partnerships, accolades, etc.) to ASLA Public Relations Coordinator Michael Cowden.
· The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.
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