ASLA Leaders E-Express …

May 25, 2011
Governance and Administration
· The 2011 ASLA Midyear Meeting was held in Washington, D.C., May 18-21, and included meetings of the Executive Committee, Board of Trustees, and Chapter Presidents Council, as well as Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill and orientation for new trustees.  
· The Board of Trustees took action on the membership qualifications issues that have been under discussion over the past year.  On the issue of international membership, the Board approved the recommendations of the Member Services Committee to:  1) change the criterion for international membership from country of residency to country where the individual was educated or practices; and 2) make international members eligible for Fellowship.  On the issue of whether licensure should be required for membership, the Board approved the recommendations of the Licensure Committee to:  1) make no change to the criteria for full membership, i.e., do not require licensure; and 2) identify and promote a universal designation for landscape architecture licensees, much the way that P.E. is the common designation for licensed engineers.  The issue will be covered in depth in the next LAND.    
· The Board elected three vice presidents who will take office in the fall:  Vice President for Education Richard Zweifel, FASLA; Vice President for Communications Mark Hough, FASLA; and Vice President for Government Affairs Chad Danos, ASLA.  Other Board actions included:  acceptance of the 2010 financial audit; strategic objectives and program review; and discussion of the planned public awareness summit and public awareness campaign and the Sustainable Sites Initiative.  The Board also heard from representatives of the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards, Landscape Architecture Foundation, American Institute of Architects, and American Society of Civil Engineers.  
· Voting for 2011-12 president-elect opened on Monday, May 23, and will close at midnight PDT, Wednesday, June 22.  Candidates Richard S. Hawks, FASLA, and Thomas R. Tavella, FASLA, addressed both the Board of Trustees and Chapter Presidents Council during the midyear meeting.    You may view Hawks’ address, Tavella’s address, and LAND Candidate Forum Question 1, Question 2, and Question 3.  Eligible voters include full/fellow, associate, and international members.  An election announcement with a link to the online voting site and individual login information was emailed on Monday.  A paper ballot package also dropped on Monday to those voters who have not opted out of receiving a paper ballot.  Both online and paper ballots will include a check-off option again this year for those who prefer to vote by electronic ballot only in future ASLA elections.

· During the midyear meeting, Julia Lent, Director of Government Affairs, and Ann Looper, Managing Director, Publishing and Resource Development, were both elected by the Board of Trustees to honorary membership in ASLA. Congratulations to both!

· President Jonathan Mueller, FASLA, was the keynote speaker at convocation ceremonies for the graduating class of landscape architects at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, on May 14. This has become an annual event for the sitting ASLA president.

· Human Resources has put a greater emphasis on staff health and wellness.  The anticipated rising cost of healthcare may be offset with employer wellness programs beginning in 2012.   In April, Human Resources Manager Alice Klages led weekly lunchtime walks around Washington, D.C.  In May, Human Resources sponsored a healthy snack day by bringing in apples and oranges for staff.  The staff has been challenged to a team step contest for May and June.  ASLA will continue these healthy initiatives for its employees. 
Government Affairs   

· Last week, more than 160 ASLA leaders and advocates descended on Capitol Hill for ASLA Advocacy Day 2011.  This year, ASLA advocates urged their legislators to support and include the Transportation Enhancements, Safe Routes To School, and Complete Streets policies in any reauthorization of the surface transportation law.  Advocates also urged support of the Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act (H.R. 709), which was reintroduced this year by Congressman Albio Sires (NJ).  ASLA advocates had many successful meetings and reported the support of many legislators.  Currently, Government Affairs staff is following up on several congressional meetings.  Advocacy Day culminated with an address by Congresswoman Donna Edwards (MD), who announced that she will re-introduce her landmark Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act and encouraged ASLA members to continue to be vigilant advocates on behalf of their profession.

· To kick off Advocacy Day activities, ASLA hosted an advocacy briefing to highlight the legislative and administrative policies in development that will promote the use of green infrastructure for stormwater management. The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Acting Assistant Administrator of Water, Nancy Stoner, briefed ASLA leadership on the EPA Proposed National Rulemaking to Strengthen the Stormwater Program and other agency programs that promote the use of green infrastructure. American Rivers staff were also on hand to discuss Edwards’ draft legislation, the Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act and Senator Ben Cardin’s (MD) Safe Treatment of Polluted Stormwater Runoff Act. 
· As part of Congressional High Performance Building Week, ASLA is hosting a Congressional Green Roof Tour and Reception on May 26.  The tour and briefing will highlight the myriad of benefits that green roofs provide to communities and the cost savings they provide for building owners. During their legislative meetings, ASLA advocates invited congressional staff and legislators to attend the briefing and reception.  
· Recently, the Small Business Administration (SBA) extended the comment period to weigh in on the proposed rule regarding new size standards for landscape architecture firms to June 15.  The proposed rule recommends increasing the cap for gross annual revenues for consideration as a small landscape architecture business for federal government contracting purposes from $7 million to $19 million.  ASLA encourages all its members that could be affected by this proposal to weigh in with comments and suggestions.   Please submit comments that reflect how this proposal could impact you, your firm, and your future federal procurement opportunities.

· Transportation For America, of which ASLA is an active coalition member, released Dangerous by Design, a new report that highlights the pedestrian fatalities and injuries caused by poor transportation, planning, and design.  It will serve as an important tool when advocating for more sound transportation planning and design policies like Complete Streets and Safe Routes To School. 

· ASLA has joined with Transportation For America and other coalition members in sending a letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee leadership urging them to provide adequate funding for the Partnership for Sustainable Communities and related grant programs, including the Regional Planning Grants, Community Challenge Grants and Transportation Investments Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants.   These grant programs provide critical planning services for communities and important opportunities for landscape architects. 
· To date in 2011, over 2,000 grassroots activists have sent over 5,600 messages (compared with 1,500 and 3,300 in 2010) to members of Congress, state legislators, and federal agencies promoting and defending programs important to the profession.  As Congress continues to deliberate a surface transportation bill and craft the fiscal year 2012 federal budget, and state legislatures deal with their fiscal issues, these are critical times to stay vigilant on grassroots advocacy. If you have legislation in your state that you would like to highlight to your chapter on the ASLA Advocacy Network, please contact Kevin O’Hara.  

Finance
· The 2011 April financial statements are being reviewed.  The results will be presented by CFO Michael O’Brien in a conference call on June 3 with VP of Finance Vaughn Rinner, ASLA, Audit Committee Chair David Lycke, ASLA, and Finance and Investments Committee Chair Dick Powell, ASLA.  On June 8, the April results will be presented to the full Finance and Investment Committee.

· All the restrooms at headquarters were painted using zero volatile organic compound ( zero VOC) paints and the hot water heater was recently replaced. The new heat pumps are now working to the manufacturer’s specifications, which are much more efficient than the older units. Other work will continue to spruce up the building as needed. 

Landscape Architecture Magazine

· The new design of LAM by Design Army has been chosen for inclusion in the 62nd Annual Show of the Art Directors Club of Metropolitan Washington, a juried exhibition that opens June 4 at the Artisphere in Arlington, Virginia.

· Managing Editor Lisa Speckhardt will be on the judging panel for the Synthetic Turf Council’s third annual Search for the Real Field of Dreams Contest, which recognizes the strong community impact of synthetic turf fields, parks and installations in the U.S. and Canada.  The panel also includes Christine Sima, the editor of Parks and Rec Business, and Ron Hall from Athletic Turf News.

Publishing and Resource Development

· The annual meeting and EXPO print brochure has been mailed to more than 60,000 members, former members, non-members, and allied professionals.  The web site has been live for two weeks and, as of this morning, 628 attendees have registered.  Ticket sales and hotel pickups are also strong, boding well for a large attendance. 
· More than 120 of the annual meeting education sessions and field sessions have been submitted to the Florida and New York state licensing boards for approval for continuing education. Leaders of both New York chapters are coordinating to assist the state board with approval to ensure attendees will have ample notice of which programs will be approved for New York State license holders.  Information on 104 sessions has also been submitted for approval by the U.S. Green Building Council. Work is underway to submit sessions for approval to the AIA and APA, as well.
· Last Friday was the deadline for submissions for the Student Awards Program and packages are still being processed.  The final number of entries totaled 690 representing more than 90 landscape architecture programs, making it the largest number of entries in the history of the program.  Last year’s 412 entries had previously held that title. A much larger proportion of the entries are coming from undergraduates than in previous years, something the Honors and Awards Advisory Committee had strongly encouraged. The jury meets June 10-12.

· Advertising contracts for Landscape Architecture Magazine (LAM) now total 79 percent of the annual budget goal.  In terms of dollar value, LAM sales are tracking consistently 10 percent ahead of sales for the same period in 2010.  Contracts for annual meeting EXPO space and sponsorships now total 76 percent of the annual budget goal.  This is virtually identical to the percentage toward goal as of this many weeks prior to the 2010 meeting.
· ASLA participated in the AIA convention two weeks ago in New Orleans, hosting a booth at the EXPO.  The May issue of LAM was distributed, Editor Brad McKee hosted “Meet the Editor” hours, and Professional Practice Manager Guthrie was on hand to answer questions about SITES.  The sales team walked the show to promote LAM advertising and EXPO sales. Staff reported strong interest in ASLA from AIA attendees, several magazine subscriptions were purchased, and several new contracts for exhibiting and advertising have been signed.

Member and Chapter Services

· As of today, the current ASLA membership is 15,839 (see details):
	MEMBER CATEGORY
	TOTAL

	Affiliate ASLA
	658

	Associate ASLA
	1,470

	Corporate ASLA
	186

	Full Member
	9,690

	Full-Fellow
	655

	Honorary ASLA
	126

	International ASLA
	196

	Student Affil ASLA
	441

	Student ASLA
	2,417


· Eighty-six chapter leaders, representing all 48 chapters, attended the Chapter Presidents Council meeting May 20-21. Completed expense forms are due June 3; meeting notes and attendee online survey are forthcoming.
· A fifth Student Affiliate chapter has been approved by the ASLA Executive Committee; West Valley College in Saratoga, CA offers both a certificate and an Associate’s degree in landscape architecture. Program enrollment is between 75 to 100 students.

· The Member Services Committee hosted a conference call on May 23; the MSC discussed their future projects including membership recruitment talking points for chapters and chapter membership chair conference calls.

· Seventy-nine new and rejoin member applications, along with 383 renewal invoices were processed between May 12-24. 

· Membership correspondence included: May LeadershipLink to 126 chapter presidents, presidents-elect, and staff (topic: chapter elections) and the Chapter Deposit and Rebate reports to the chapter presidents, executive directors, and treasurers.

· Billing reports were completed and invoices were mailed to: 
· Membership first renewal (7/31/11) – 1,108 members

· Membership second renewal (6/30/11) – 1,025 members

· Membership final renewal (4/30/11) – 350 members

· Firm Finder first renewal (7/31/11) – 22 firms

· Firm Finder second renewal 6/30/11) –2 firms

· Firm Finder final renewal (4/30/11) – 0 firms

· LAM subscription first renewal (7/31/11) – 152 subscribers

· LAM subscription second renewal (6/30/11) – 116 subscribers

· LAM subscription final renewal (4/30/11) – 87 subscribers

· Fellows Scholarship Assessment to “COMP” Fellows – 192 Fellows.
Public Relations and Communications

· VP of Communications Mark Focht, FASLA, presented an overview of online sustainability resources to the Board of Trustees during the midyear meeting, and PR and Communication Director Terry Poltrack followed with a review of National Landscape Architecture Month and a preview of upcoming public outreach activities. All 48 chapters conducted at least one activity in April, and most had more than one.

· Public Relations Manager Jim Lapides and PR & Communications Coordinator Mike Cowden gave presentations on communications as well as SITES to the Chapter President Council meeting during this year’s midyear meeting.  

· ASLA issued news releases promoting the new Sustainable Landscapes animations and the 2011 ASLA Annual Meeting and EXPO Registration.  Recent coverage of the animations has appeared in Green Right Now (which provides web content to TV websites across the country), Environmental Protection, Environmental Design + Construction, Dexigner, Zmarter.com, and AEC Café among others. Other coverage of ASLA appeared in the Wall Street Journal, Miami Herald, Lawn & Landscape, Hollywood Today, and the St. Louis Post Dispatch. Staff are working with HGTV, Angie’s List, Lawn & Landscape, Buildipedia, and Architype Media on opportunities to promote the profession.

· Director Poltrack met with Caroline Fichtenberg, director of the Center for Public Health at the American Public Health Association, and Joyce Lee, director of the Active Living Program at the New York City Department of Design + Construction, to discuss possible cooperation in promoting the concept of design for active living in 2012.
· A search engine optimization campaign has been completed. Pages now include new browser bar page titles, meta-data descriptions, and aliases. The rework of the page titles also enables easier sharing via LinkedIn and other sites. This campaign is expected to boost the rankings of ASLA pages in Google and other search engines.

· The Dirt’s latest blog coverage: EMBARQ’s The City Fix featured the post on the growing international green building market; Streetsblog featured the post on D.C.’s biking infrastructure; Washington City Paper featured the post on Lang Baumann’s public art; and Planetizen featured the post on the review of Piet Oudolf’s new book.


· Web Content and Strategy Manager Jared Green conducted an interview with Lyanda Lynn Haupt, author of Crow Planet: Essential Wisdom from the Urban Wilderness, which discusses the evolving relationship between people and nature in cities.  It is featured on the ASLA homepage. 
Professional Practice

· The ASLA Professional Practice Committee recently reviewed current Land F/X software through a web demonstration, and ASLA now has an agreement with the producers of the landscape architecture and irrigation software programs.  Through this agreement, ASLA members will receive a 20 percent discount on Land F/X software.  To learn more about the professional practice resources and business tools available to ASLA members, please review the Professional Practice Resource Center page and links on the ASLA website.

· On May 18, Professional Practice Manager Liz Guthrie, ASLA, participated on behalf of ASLA in a meeting at the Ecological Society of America (ESA) with other allied design professions at ESA’s headquarters in Washington, D.C., to hear about the Earth Stewardship Initiative, learn about similar interests and efforts within each of the represented organizations, and explore opportunities for building on existing interests and activities.

Deadlines and Reminders
· Chapters are encouraged to submit their LAND Chapter Chat items (e.g., events, partnerships, accolades, etc.) to ASLA Public Relations Coordinator Michael Cowden.
· The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.
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