ASLA Leaders E-Express …

June 8, 2011
Governance and Administration
· Voting opened in the election for 2011-2012 president-elect on Monday, May 23, and as of last Friday, 1,721 votes had been cast (1,102 web ballots and 619 paper ballots).  A reminder email was sent this Monday, June 6, to those who have not yet voted, and a final reminder will broadcast on Monday, June 20.  Voting closes at midnight PDT, June 22.  Again this year, both online and paper ballots include a check-off option for those who prefer to vote by electronic ballot only in future ASLA elections.

· Members of the AIA Potomac Valley Chapter (Maryland) visited ASLA last Friday to learn about the benefits of the green roof.  

· CFO Michael O’Brien, Finance VP Vaughn Rinner, ASLA, and the Finance and Investments and Audit Committee chairs reviewed April financial results in a conference call last week; results are on track.  
· EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, and staff participated in a Sustainable Sites Initiative™ (SITES™) Executive Committee conference call today to discuss the status of the pilot projects and communications and governance issues.  
Government Affairs   

· Great news from the Hill! There has been a flurry of bill introductions in the House and Senate on issues near and dear to ASLA.  Representatives Donna Edwards (MD) and Russ Carnahan, Hon. ASLA, (MO) introduced H.R. 2030, The Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act of 2011, and Senator Tom Udall (NM) introduced a companion bill, S. 1115.  This legislation would establish centers of excellence for green infrastructure and assist in implementing green infrastructure projects that will address stormwater management issues across the country.
· Congresswoman Doris Matsui, Hon. ASLA, (CA) has re-introduced the Energy Conservation Through Trees Act.  The measure would encourage utilities to develop residential tree planting programs to help consumers reduce energy consumption.  The measure continues to include the ASLA-recommended language that calls for establishing an education campaign to help residents maintain their shade trees, requiring monitoring and reporting on the survival, growth, overall health, and estimated savings of the provided trees, and requiring tree recipients to care for the trees.  The legislation would also allow ASLA to recommend a landscape architect to serve on local technical advisory committees to provide advice and consultation to the program.

· As a result of ASLA Advocacy Day, Senators Patty Murray (WA) and Robert Casey (PA) have agreed to join in sponsoring S. 800, the Safe Routes To Schools Improvement Act.  If you have not followed up with your legislators about signing onto this legislation or other Advocacy Day legislation, there is still time to make “the ask.” 

· Great Advocacy Day Photos! We have some great photos of many of our advocates on Capitol Hill meeting with legislators and congressional staff.  Feel free to use the photos and share your advocacy experiences with your chapter members on your websites and newsletters. (The photo gallery password is “fly”). 
· In coordination with the recent flurry of bill introductions, ASLA is preparing a “June Advocacy Jamboree.”  In the coming weeks, we will seek to inundate legislators’ in-boxes with messages of support for ASLA’s priority legislation.  Starting this week with Complete Streets, then the Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act, and finally Safe Routes to School, we’ll be calling on advocates to build on the momentum earned from Advocacy Day.  What’s your job? Respond to ASLA’s advocacy alerts and ask your federal elected officials to sign onto these key bills and provide grassroots support to our legislative champions.

· In recent weeks, the Louisiana Chapter was part of a local coalition that worked to pass Complete Streets legislation by a vote of 79-1 in their state House of Representatives!  Arizona, Illinois, Iowa and other chapters have also utilized the ASLA Advocacy Network in 2011.  If you have legislation in your state that you would like to highlight to your chapter using the ASLA Advocacy Network, please contact Legislative Analyst Kevin O’Hara.  

· July is Park and Recreation Month! Use this as an opportunity to highlight your park projects to local, state, and national elected officials. Highlight past Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) funded park projects in your area as an example of how the Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act (HR 709) could help your congressional district. Collaborate with your park and recreation colleagues on National Park and Recreation Month events they are holding in your community.  Use National Park and Recreation Month as an opportunity to follow up with your federal legislators to urge them to support H.R. 709. 
· ASLA has joined with transportation, public health, and allied design organizations in sending a letter to the Senate and House Appropriations Committees urging them to support two programs within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); the Healthy Communities Program and the National Center for Environmental Health.  These programs support CDC initiatives to help communities create healthier built environments which will help reduce instances of diabetes and other chronic diseases. 
Publishing and Resource Development

· Advertising contracts for Landscape Architecture Magazine now total 81 percent of the annual budget goal.  In terms of dollar value, this is 11 percent higher than sales as of the same week of 2010.

· As of this morning, nearly 700 attendees have pre-registered for the annual meeting and EXPO. Hotel reservations are going well, with 22 percent of the block already booked.  Ticket sales are off to a good start, particularly for the residential field sessions.
· Work continues on submitting annual meeting education sessions to allied organizations for pre-approval for continuing education credit. As of this week, 85 of the 131 total annual meeting education sessions have been submitted to the APA; 105 are being submitted to USGBC; and 62 are being submitted to AIA for pre-approval. 

· Contracts for EXPO space and annual meeting sponsorships now total 78 percent of the annual budget goal, which is tracking closely to sales figures as of the same number of weeks prior to the 2010 annual meeting.  

· Nearly 230 new members have joined ASLA through the Student Awards program this year. Submissions are still being checked and counted for the jury to consider this weekend, but estimates are nearing 450, a 66 percent increase over 2010 submissions.  The number of undergraduate submissions is significantly higher this year, which was a goal of the 2010 jury and the Honors and Awards Advisory Committee.

Member and Chapter Services

· As of today, the current ASLA membership is 15,720 (see details):
	MEMBER CATEGORY
	TOTAL

	Affiliate ASLA
	644

	Associate ASLA
	1,500

	Corporate ASLA
	188

	Full Member
	9,603

	Full-Fellow
	654

	Honorary ASLA
	126

	International ASLA
	190

	Student Affiliate ASLA
	452

	Student ASLA
	2,363


· Thirty-six new and rejoin member applications in addition to 368 renewal invoices were processed between May 25 and June 6.  The department also processed: one Temporary Limited, one Emeritus request, 35 Free Associate applications, and created 82 company profiles for Firm Finder. 

· Other completed tasks included: gender assignment database clean-up project was completed (530 records) and the January 2011 non-renewals (167 professional memberships) were called regarding their renewal (eight renewed). 
· Membership correspondence included: The Membership Minute (topic: Using Advocacy Efforts to Recruit and Retain Members) to chapter leaders (197 emails); email reminder of the Free Associate membership benefit to 628 student members with a 2011 graduation date; underpayment memo to eight members; ASLA membership cards to 125 members; 50 ASLA new member certificates; and ASLA membership information to seven prospective members. In addition, the “Renew Your Membership” reminder emails were sent to the following open renewal periods with valid emails: 155 members with a March 31 expiration date (90-day grace period concludes on June 29) and 492 members with a June 30 expiration date; the “Staying Connected” email was sent to the 203 February 2011 non-renewals.
Public Relations and Communications

· The first issue of ASLAQ, a quarterly single sheet updating members on issues and available resources, was polybagged with the June issue of Landscape Architecture Magazine.  Each sheet will provide background on a single subject along with the Society’s positions and available resources, plus a few update items. The first deals with continuing education requirements and the Society’s channels such as the Annual Meeting, LA CES, and the Landscape Architecture Technical Information Series, or LATIS.  PR & Communications Director Terry Poltrack is interested in receiving feedback on the Q.  
· Coming soon to asla.org: Two new features on the ASLA website are in final testing and about to launch.  The first is a Chinese-language welcome page with messages from EVP Somerville welcoming visitors; Fritz Steiner, FASLA, introducing SITES; and Kongjian Yu, International ASLA, on the Society.  The second new development is a mobile version of LAND to make it easier to deliver to and access through handheld devices.
· Outreach continues to education journalists, teacher blogs, and other related media to promote the education resources in Designing Our Future: Sustainable Landscapes. 

· Recent coverage of ASLA has appeared in the Patriot Ledger, Daily Herald, Winston-Salem Journal, Lawn & Landscape, and the St. Louis Post Dispatch among others. Total Landscape Care, the Indiana NW Times and Reason magazine have also made inquiries for stories about the profession. 
· ASLA earned two American Web Design Awards, hosted by Graphic Design USA – a leading industry publication for visual arts. The awards were presented for Designing Our Future: Sustainable Landscapes and the ASLA Green Roof Experience. This is the second major design award this year for ASLA after earning a highly coveted Webby Award finalist position. 

· To prepare the ASLA Public Awareness Summit attendees, public relations educational webinars are being prepared.  The webinars will be open to other members and are especially welcomed if the chapter’s representative is unable to attend.
· Nina-Marie Lister gave asla.org an exclusive interview on her innovative research into ecological design, which was featured in the new Harvard GSD book, Ecological Urbanism.

· Meanwhile, in the blogosphere, The Dirt continues to get pick-ups. ArchNewsNow featured the interview with Joyce Lee, NYC Active Design program, as did Urban Omnibus; Planetizen featured the new interview with Lyanda Lynn Haupt and Mongabay, a content partner, reposted it; Fast Company included a link to The Dirt; ArchNewsNow featured the post on Bolivia’s Laws of Nature; China Dialogue translated the interview with Jaime Lerner into Mandarin; and The City Fix made the post on FIGMENT a top pick. 
Professional Practice

· ASLA received 24 LATIS exams last month. This compares to 22 exams received in May 2010. The LATIS reports continue to be used by ASLA members and non-members as a useful continuing education resource, with 20 to 25 exams submitted monthly.  Four of the Landscape Architecture Technical Information Series reports published by ASLA are available on LA CES — Geographic Information Systems:  Using Tools for Informed Growth, Reclamation Planning of Pits and Quarries, Successful Ecological Restoration, and Integrating BIM Technology into Landscape Architecture.
Deadlines and Reminders
· Chapters are encouraged to submit their LAND Chapter Chat items (e.g., events, partnerships, accolades, etc.) to ASLA Public Relations Coordinator Michael Cowden.
· The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.
1

