ASLA Leaders E-Express …

August 17, 2011
Governance and Administration

· Today is the day! Landscape architects across the country fanned our during their lunch hours to engage the public in a discussion about the profession.  Some 175 activities were planned, and there was wide media interest.  Check out the map of launch events  and see the Public Relations and Communications section, below, for related information.  
· Last call for potential candidates for the 2012 national officer slate.  Please forward the names of suggested candidates to Corporate Secretary Mary Hanson by August 26 for the offices of 2013 president-elect and 2013-2014 vice presidents for finance, membership, and professional practice.  Your participation in the process is extremely important because it is the only way to bring forward those individuals who might otherwise not be recognized as potential national leaders.

· The call for 2012 committee service closed last Friday with over 200 volunteers responding.  President-Elect Susan Hatchell, FASLA, will spend the day at ASLA headquarters on Friday, September 9, working on 2012 committee appointment rosters.

· The U.S. General Services Administration has just added a high-level (GS-14) landscape architect position to GSA’s Office of the Chief Architect.  ASLA had been pushing for the addition of this position to the Office, which oversees and sets policy for all of GSA’s design and construction programs.   
Public Relations and Communications

· A new website, “Landscape Architecture. Your Environment. Designed,” was launched today to support the public awareness campaign launch and serve as the go-to resource for more information. 

· A recruitment video was launched via YouTube, Vimeo, and Facebook to encourage participation on 08.17.11.  So far the video has been viewed more than 1,850 times.  View the video, which features landscape architects from 47 chapters as well as a happy encounter with Senator Mark Warner. Be sure to share it!

· A short outtake from the video shoot featuring Doug Smith, ASLA, has been edited to serve as a virtual encounter like those happening around the country today.  Feel free to download it and use it however you see fit to provide a general understanding of how projects happen.   

· Recent ASLA news coverage has appeared in the Wall Street Journal, Inhabitat, How Stuff Works, the Minneapolis Star-Tribune, among other outlets.  A full account of 08.17.11-related coverage will appear in the next Express.
· As a companion to the new Chinese language page on asla.org, which has been viewed nearly 3,000 times so far, a new Spanish language page is under development.

· Web communications worked with professional practice staff to create a new, easier to use Web-based LATIS self-test form. 

· The Dirt continues to attract attention for the profession and ASLA.  ArchNewsNow featured posts on DesignIntelligence’s Sustainable Design Survey, a review of a book on Bing Thom’s work, a post on Caracas’ slum, and a post by ASLA’s Manager of Federal Government Affairs Roxanne Blackwell on the upcoming transportation debate in Congress and the need to better fund Transportation Enhancements.  Planetizen covered the review of a new book on Olmsted.  DC Streetsblog and Planetizen had not one, but two posts on Blackwell’s call to action on transportation funding.

Finance

· CFO Michael O’Brien, Finance VP Vaughn Rinner, ASLA, and the Finance and Investments and Audit Committee chairs have a conference call scheduled for Friday to discuss the July financial results. CFO Michael O’Brien is in the process of closing the books this week.  
Government Affairs

· The August congressional recess is a great time to contact your legislators about transportation programs important to landscape architects.  Congress is expected to begin work on a surface transportation reauthorization bill when members return to Capitol Hill in early September.  Take a moment and use the Advocacy Network to tell them to include the Transportation Enhancements, Safe Routes To School, and Recreational Trails programs and other programs important to the profession.  

· ASLA is joining the Obesity Action Coalition, American Association for Physical Activity, and Recreation, the American College of Sports Medicine and others in supporting Congresswoman Marcia Fudge’s (OH) H.R. 2795 Fit for Life Act of 2011.  This bill could create opportunities for landscape architects to demonstrate their design expertise by helping communities, especially low-income communities, create the active living spaces.  

· July was a banner month for ASLA grassroots advocacy, with 675 advocates sending 1,652 messages to members of Congress on the draft House Transportation Bill and threats to the Land and Water Conservation fund in the Interior Environment Appropriations bill.  These messages brought the total number of advocacy contacts in 2011 to 8,746, besting our 2010 year-end total of 8,545 with five months to go!  Congratulations advocates, and keep up the good work.  Congress has recessed for August but the threats to programs important to landscape architects have not.  Let’s continue to make our voices heard!

· Your comments are still needed! The U.S. Access Board is seeking public comment to their proposed guidelines for accessible public rights-of-way and requesting responses to a set of questions about information on the design of shared streets, curb ramps, measuring rollability and smoothness of walking surfaces, materials, and other design.  A public webinar to review the proposed guidelines will be held on August 9 and public hearings in Dallas, TX, on September 12 and in Washington, DC, on November 9.  Comments should be submitted by November 23.  
· ASLA has joined with Smart Growth America and other coalition members in sending a letter to the Senate Appropriations Committee leadership urging them to support the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Smart Growth Program in their Interior and Environment Appropriations bill.  EPA’s Smart Growth Program provides technical assistance, research, and funding to communities that want to plan for their economic growth and development.  The House version of the Interior and Environment Appropriations bill proposes eliminating all funding to the program.  ASLA encourages all its members to use the Advocacy Network to send their legislators a message about eliminating the Smart Growth program, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and other environmental programs important to landscape architects. 
Publishing and Resource Development
· Annual meeting and EXPO registration numbers continue to grow, with 2,546 pre-registrants as of this morning, significantly outpacing the numbers for the past three meetings.  Tickets are selling very strongly, with three field sessions sold out and others being expanded. The workshops, the Gala, the Council of Fellows Dinner, and the President’s Dinner are all selling very strongly. The pre-registration numbers clearly indicate this will be a large meeting, both in terms of attendance and revenue.

· EXPO and sponsorship revenue has increased this week to 90 percent of the annual budget goal.  In terms of dollar value, this is 5 percent ahead of 2010 sales as of this many weeks prior to the annual meeting. 

· Advertising contracts for Landscape Architecture Magazine now total 87 percent of the annual budget goal. In terms of dollar value, this is 8 percent higher than 2010 sales as of this point in the year. Four 2011 issues remain available for sale, including the October issue which will feature the professional and student awards, and the November issue, the “show issue” for the annual meeting and EXPO and traditionally the largest issue of the year.

Member and Chapter Services
· As of today, the current ASLA membership is 15,894 (see details):
	MEMBER CATEGORY
	TOTAL

	Affiliate
	644

	Associate
	1,598

	Corporate
	178

	Full Member
	9,648

	Full-Fellow
	656

	Honorary
	133

	International
	191

	Student Affiliate
	469

	Student
	2,377


· One-hundred-fifteen new and rejoin member applications, and 387 renewal invoices were processed August 3-16.  In addition, the department processed four Emeritus status changes and 44 Free Associate applications; and created 29 company profiles for Firm Finder. 

· Other completed tasks included:  July 31 database historical file; September LAM label pull to the production manager and digital LAM report to Zinio.
· Membership correspondence included:  the Welcome to ASLA to 85 new members and the Thank You for renewing to 389 renewing members processed the week of July 25-August 8; underpayment memo to nine members; ASLA membership cards to 45 members; 69 ASLA new member certificates; monthly ACH payment renewal reminders to 50 members; and ASLA membership information to eight prospective members. 

· Chapter correspondence included:  July Chapter Rebate and Deposit reports to the chapter presidents, treasurers, and chapter executives; and an online chapter structure survey to the chapter presidents. 

· Billing reports were completed and invoices were mailed to: 
· Membership first renewal (10/31/11) – 1,093 members

· Membership second renewal (9/30/11) – 1,168 members

· Membership final renewal (7/31/11) – 827 members

· Firm Finder first renewal (10/31/11) – three firms

· Firm Finder second renewal (9/30/11) – two firms

· Firm Finder final renewal (7/31/11) – seven firms

· LAM subscription first renewal (10/31/11) – 193 subscribers

· LAM subscription second renewal (9/30/11) – 102 subscribers

· LAM subscription final renewal (7/31/11) – 78 subscribers.
Professional Practice

· On August 4, a new Federal Opportunities for Landscape Architects resource page was posted under the Business Tools section of the Professional Practice Resource Center on the ASLA website.  This is a members-only page with easy direct access and links to new grant opportunities and direct access to federal business contract listings and other resources. 
· ASLA has released an updated paper in the Landscape Architecture Technical Information Series (LATIS):  LATIS Forum on Therapeutic Garden Design, 2nd Edition.  In addition to updates by the authors, the paper has been reviewed and the self-test exam approved for professional development hours (PDH) under Landscape Architecture Continuing Education System (LA CES). Members and non-members can access LATIS papers via the ASLA website. Members can download these publications at no charge.  Both members and non-members pre-pay a small fee for the processing of the self-test exams.

Education and Academic Affairs

· The Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board met in San Francisco on August 1-2.  Mary Myers, ASLA was elected LAAB chair-elect and will become chair on January 1, 2012.  LAAB reviewed 17 landscape architecture degree program applications for accreditation and two applications for candidacy status.  Additional information on the meeting will be announced after the schools that were reviewed have been notified.
Deadlines and Reminders
· The Call for Potential Candidates for the 2012 national officer slate is open through August 26.  Please forward the names of suggested candidates to Corporate Secretary Mary Hanson by August 26.
· Chapters are encouraged to submit their LAND Chapter Chat items (e.g., events, partnerships, accolades, etc.) to ASLA Public Relations Coordinator Michael Cowden.

· The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.
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