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Adam Supplee, RLA, AICP, ASLA

As I begin my tenure as the Pennsylvania – Delaware 
Chapter President, I am excited to see all that is happening 
among our profession, our professional organizati on, and 
this Chapter.  In October, I att ended two days of Chapter 
Presidents Council meeti ngs in which Rich Rauso (our Past 
President) and I was able to share all that our Chapter has 
achieved, and most importantly, listen to and learn from 
the accomplishments of other chapters across the 
country.   From the inspirati on gained in this meeti ng, and 
input from both our Past President and our Trustee, I am 
eager to work with our membership to further strengthen 
our great, acti ve Chapter.

Several new initi ati ves were discussed in our recent 2012 
budget meeti ng.  A few highlights include: 

•   Support to assist emerging professionals through 
training for the L.A.R.E.  

•   Restructuring this Quarterly newslett er to a weekly or 
biweekly electronic news brief

•   Support of the Historic American Landscape Survey 
(HALS) through schools and inspired individuals.

•   The Executi ve Committ ee’s decision to support  
Delaware Valley College’s eff ort to create an affi  liate 
student Associati on.

With a moti vated Executi ve Committ ee supported by 
inspired subcommitt ees, our Chapter conti nues to grow 
stronger and more acti ve.  To keep this momentum going, 
we always welcome new volunteers to our 
subcommitt ees and programs.  I always welcome 
suggesti ons from our membership on ways to best support 
the chapter and strengthen the profession of Landscape 
Architecture.  

I look forward to att ending the next Chapter Presidents 
Council in Washington, DC to share updates on our 
progress from the beginning of 2012!

Establishment of HALS

ASLA is party to a triparti te Agreement with the Nati onal 
Park Service and the Library of Congress to implement 
and achieve the goals of the Historic American Landscapes 
Survey. ASLA’s obligati ons under the Agreement are as 
follows: The Society shall, through its organizati on and its 
individual members, aid and encourage HALS in various 
ways, including the enlistment of support, fi nancial and 
otherwise, and the giving of professional advice when 
needed and called upon.

ASLA meets its obligati ons under the Agreement, in part, 
through the HALS Subcommitt ee. A nati onal network of 
HALS liaisons appointed by ASLA chapter presidents imple-
ments the Agreement under the directi on of the HALS 
coordinator. The vice president for professional practi ce 
monitors the administrati on of the Agreement on behalf 
of the ASLA Executi ve Committ ee; the managing director 
and coordinator for professional practi ce provide staff  sup-
port; and the federal government aff airs manager provides 
advocacy support.

President’s Message

CONVERSATIONS ACROSS FIELDSCONVERSATIONS ACROSS FIELDS
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Ecological Landscape DesignInterdisciplinary Approaches to Ecological Landscape Design

FEATURED SPEAKERS:
* Timothy Boland, Executi ve Director,  Polly Hill 
   Arboretum 
* Eric Groft , ASLA, Principal at Oehme, van Sweden
    Landscape Architecture 
* Elizabeth Barlow Rogers is an author and the president
   of the Foundati on for Landscape Studies. 
* Gullivar Shepard is a Senior Associate at Michael Van         
   Valkenburgh Associates Landscape Architects

The 23rd Annual Winter 
Landscape Design 

Conference

January 12 - January 13, 2012 
Haverford College, Haverford, PA

January 17 - January 18, 2012 
Connecti cut College, New London, CT

call 215-247-5777, ext. 125 or 
www.morrisarboretum.org, click on 
“educati on”

CEUs available for landscape 
architects, APLD members, and 
horti culturists.

SPONSORED BY:
* New Directi ons in the 
    American Landscape  
* Conn. College Arboretum
* Morris Arboretum of the                                                            
   University of Pennsylvania

CO-SPONSORED BY:
* Haverford College Arboretum 
* PA DE Chapter American 
   Society of Landscape  Architects



PLEASE JOIN 
OUR NETWORKS!

NEW BOOK
One of  our own members, Nancy 
Minich, HTR, RLA, ASLA, has 
authored a chapter in the recently 
published book;
Wetlands: Integrating Multidisciplinary 
Concepts (Minich N. 2011 “The role of  Land-
scape Architects and Wetlands” In.: LePage BA
(ed), Springer, Dordrecht.)

It discusses  the broad  educational background, 
experience and employment history  of  land-
scape architects and  how we bridge  the other 
licensed professions typically involved in the 
design and management of  wetlands. We are 
trained to understand how people need to view 
and subsequently understand the landscape. 
Our graphic communication skills are crucial to 
a design team to convey essential design and 
aesthetic components to the regulatory 
agencies and the general public.  As environ-
mental  and regulatory  issues come to the 
forefront, we will be playing an increasingly 
important role in their design, restoration and 
management, especially in more densely 
populated areas. The chapter is populated by 
project examples of   NAM Planning & Design, 
LLC, her fi rm.  
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“When we tug at a 
single thing in 
nature, we fi nd it 
attached to the 
rest of the world."

- John Muir



Here are the top ten books of 2011:
Landscapes in Landscapes by Piet Oudolf (Monacelli Press, 2011)• 

The Altered Landscape: Photographs of a Changing Environment by Ann M. Wolfe (Editor) (Skira Rizzoli, 2011) • 

Field Notes from Science and Nature by Michael R. Canfi eld  (Editor), Edward O. Wilson (Foreword) • 
(Harvard University Press, 2011)

Genius of Life: The Life of Frederick Law Olmsted by Justi n Marti n (Da Capo Press, 2011)• 

High Line: The Inside Story of New York City’s Park in the Sky by Joshua David and Robert Hammond • 
(Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2011)

Making Healthy Places: Designing and Building for Health, Well-being, and Sustainability by Andrew Dannenberg • 
(Editor), Howard Frumkin (Editor), and Richard Jackson (Editor) (Island Press, 2011)

MAPS by Paula Scher (Princeton Architectural Press, 2011)• 

The New American Landscape: Leading Voices on the Future of Sustainable Gardening by Thomas Christopher • 
(Editor) (Timber Press, 2011)

Triumph of the City: How Our Greatest Inventi on Makes Us Richer, Smarter, Greener, Healthier, and Happier by • 
Edward L. Glaeser (Penguin Press, 2011)

The View from Lazy Point: A Natural Year in an Unnatural World by Carl Safi na (Henry Holt & Co, 2011)• 

For details: htt p://dirt.asla.org/2011/11/23/best-books-of-2011/

Paul Amendment Defeated 
Thanks to the advocacy eff orts of ASLA members, the Paul Amendment to elmininate the Transportati on Enhance-
ments (TE) program has been resoundingly defeated! A biparti san group of 60 senators voted against the Paul 
Amendment, leaving the TE program intact for the moment.  

During ASLA’s 2011 Annual Meeti ng and Expo in San Diego, hundreds of landscape architects answered the call to 
acti on from President Jonathan Mueller, FASLA and sent their senators thousands of messages urging a “no vote” 
on the Paul Amendment. Mueller stated, “this is a tremendous victory for landscape architects and other TE advo-
cates.”

ASLA and dozens of allied organizati ons have worked dilligently to fend off  multi ple att acks on the TE program. TE 
projects in communiti es across the country are helping to provide transportati on opti ons that spur economic devel-
opment and create local jobs. 

Please visit www.asla.org/advocacy for more on Transportati on Enhancements and ASLA’s other federal prioriti es. 

ASLA 2012 Awards Call for Entries 
Washington, D.C., November, 29th 2011 - The American Society of Landscape Architects has released its 2012 
Awards Call for Entries for the 2012 professional and student awards, the premiere awards programs for the profes-
sion. Award recipients will receive featured coverage in the September issue of Landscape Architecture Magazine 
and in many other design and constructi on industry and general-interest media. Award recipients, their clients, and 
student advisors also will be honored at the awards presentati on ceremony during the ASLA Annual Meeti ng and 
EXPO in Phoenix, September 28 - October 1, 2012. The award winning projects will be featured in a video presenta-
ti on at the ceremony and on the awards website following the event. 

For details: htt p://asla.org/NewsListi ngDetails.aspx?id=33964

FROM THE ASLA WEBSITE
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We are committed to enhancing the quality of your children’s 

lives through play. Our extensive experience in the recreation 

industry assists us in designing, manufacturing and building 

premier playgrounds, skate parks and much more.

In everything we do, quality and safety are never negotiable.

Playgrounds and Skate Parks
Serving 
Your 
Community

PLAYGROUNDS, SKATE PARKS, PAVILIONS, SITE FURNISHINGS AND MUCH MORE!

1-800-726-4793
www.generalrecreationinc.com

™

from Concept through completion, we deliver quality

GENERAL   RECREATION, INC.

From the State Board of Landscape Architects:
Mission Statement: 
The State Board of Landscape Architects regulates the  licensure and regis-
tration of landscape architects in order to promote the general welfare and 
safeguard the life, health and property of citizens of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.  The functions of the Board include the promulgation of qual-
ifi cations for a landscape architect license and  the granting, revocation or 
suspension of a license and registration to practice landscape architecture.  
Citation:  Landscape Architects’ Registration Law, 63 P.S. §§ 901-913.  

Regulations of the State Board of Landscape Architects, 49 PA. CODE §§ 
15.1-15.63.
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Please join us at the 
Lancaster County Convention Center at the 

Marriott at Penn Square on 
April 13 & 14, 2012 to 

rethink, refocus and revitalize!!

For Licensed Landscape Architects, 
this is your chance to obtain 

at least 10 CEU’s for license renewal.

Look for registration packets 
to be mailed in February.
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WHERE LANDSCAPE MEETS

CITYSCAPE

WWW.DOWNTOWNLANCASTER .COM

Whether it’s enjoying the nation’s oldest, 

continuously operating farmers market, taking in 

the rich historic architecture, exploring over 200 

distinctive shops and boutiques or sampling over 

80 locally owned restaurants – we know Downtown 

Lancaster will captivate and inspire you.

DISCOVER DOWNTOWN LANCASTER
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Chapter awards program goes online
This year, applicants wishing to enter the Chapter Awards Program will be able to enter completely online.  No more 
printi ng forms, assembling binders, burning CDs, or rush-delivering submission packages.  This year, when an applicant 
enters the awards program as a professional or as a student they can fi ll out an easy to follow, interview-type form from 
the Chapter’s website.   The form will ask for their identi fi cati on and project credits (which is concealed to the jury), the 
project summary, including: the purpose of the project, the role of the landscape architect, the local signifi cance of the 
project, and any special features.  The project documentati on can be uploaded as a high-resoluti on portable document 
(PDF) during the online applicati on process.  Additi onally, entry fees can also be paid online through a payment 
processing system.  

Applicants wishing to parti cipate in the 2012 PA–DE ASLA Chapter Awards Program may do so by submitti  ng their 
applicati on online at www.padeasla.org by 5:00pm, Wednesday, February 1, 2012.  

Awards will be announced, including an exhibiti on of all entries, at the 2012 Chapter Annual Meeti ng in Lancaster on 
April 13 & 14, 2012.  All winners will receive coverage in a special PLAN Awards Issue.  For more informati on please 
contact David Goldberg at dgoldberg@padeasla.org.

2012 ANNUAL AWARDS

For the life  of  your trees .

PRUNING  FERTILIZATION  PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT  REMOVAL 
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

BARTLETT.
BECAUSE CUSTOMER SERVICE,  
JUST LIKE TREES, SHOULD BE  

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR.

We’re Bartlett Tree Experts and we’ve been exceeding our 
customers’ expectations for over 100 years. No matter the size 
or scope of your tree and shrub needs, our experts bring a rare 
mix of local service, global resources and innovative tree care 
practices that makes your landscape thrive. Trees add value to 
our homes and our lives. And Bartlett adds value to your trees. 
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Professional Awards Program 
 
Invitati on

In order to encourage and recognize excellence in land-
scape architecture and to dramati ze to the public the 
variety, scope and value of landscape architectural 
services, the Pennsylvania Delaware Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects hereby invites 
your parti cipati on in the 2012 PA–DE ASLA Awards 
Program. 

Eligibility 

The Awards Program is open to all PA and DE registered 
Landscape Architects, full and associate members of the 
Pennsylvania Delaware Chapter of the American Society 
of Landscape Architects, and faculty members currently 
teaching in PA and DE landscape architectural curriculum 
submitti  ng work associated with their academic pursuits.  
Entries from private practi ce offi  ces, planning agencies, 
and secti ons of federal, state and local governments are 
invited to parti cipate 

Jury 

Other than projects submitt ed for the Landmark Award 
category, all projects completed aft er January 1, 2000, are 
eligible.  Once the project receives an award, it is no longer 
eligible for entry in future award programs.  To judge the 
Awards Program entries, a disti nguished jury panel will be 
assembled. 

Awards

Awards will be given for excellence in the executi on of 
works of landscape architecture.  Awards will be given for 
General Design, Residenti al Design, Analysis and 
Planning, Research, Communicati ons, Landmark Award 
(award categories ).  Honor, Merit and Special Recogniti on 
Awards for both public and private sectors may be given in 
each category. Presidenti al Awards for Excellence may be 
given to projects of special merit.  Entries will be judged on 
quality of design or presentati on, functi onalism, context 
and surrounding relati onships, technological advance-
ments, pioneering eff orts, and overall signifi cance to the 
profession. 

The Awards Submission Deadline is Wednesday, February 
1, 2012 @ 5:00pm.  

Entry format and online submission instructi ons will soon 
be posted. 

 

Student Awards Program  
Invitati on

In order to encourage and recognize excellence in land-
scape architecture and to dramati ze to the public the 
variety, scope and value of landscape architectural 
services, the Pennsylvania Delaware Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects hereby invites 
your parti cipati on in the 2012 PA–DE ASLA Awards 
Program 

Eligibility

The Student Awards Program is open to all students 
currently enrolled in PA and DE landscape architectural 
curriculum submitti  ng work associated with their academic 
pursuits.  Students must be a Student Member of ASLA 
with the excepti on of the Student Collaborati on Category. 

Jury 

To judge the Awards Program entries, a disti nguished jury 
panel will be assembled. 

Awards

Awards will be given for General Design, Residenti al 
Design, Analysis and Planning, Research, Communicati ons, 
Student Collaborati on, and Student Community Service 
Award (award categories ).  Honor, Merit and Special 
Recogniti on Awards may be given in each category. Entries 
will be judged on quality of design or presentati on, 
functi onalism, context and surrounding relati onships, 
technological advancements, pioneering eff orts, and 
overall signifi cance to the profession. 

The Awards Submission Deadline is Wednesday, February 
1, 2012 @ 5:00pm.  

Entry format and online submission instructi ons will soon 
be posted. 

 

2012 ANNUAL AWARDS
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     EASTERN SECTION REPORT       DELAWARE SECTION REPORT

In the spirit of learning from related disciplines, Eastern 
Secti on and IES Philadelphia partnered for the second 
consecuti ve year to off er members a lecture focused on 
outdoor site lighti ng.  The event, ti tled “Lighti ng and Land-
scape:  The Rodin Museum and Lenfest Plaza,” detailed the 
lighti ng and garden enhancements made to the entrance of 
the Rodin Museum and the new pedestrian plaza recently 
completed at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.  This 
was a CEU event for both ASLA and IES, and featured 
speakers from The Lighti ng Practi ce and Olin Studio.  The 
event was well att ended by both groups and included over 
20 landscape architecture students from Philadelphia 
University (pictured below).  Eastern Secti on and IES 
Philadelphia will look to build on the success of this event 
with another off ering in 2012.  

In November, members of Eastern Secti on met to plan 
events for 2012.  Event ideas discussed included: a kickoff  
happy hour; behind the scenes tours of Chanti cleer, the 
Rodale Insti tute, and the Manayunk Canal/Main Street; 
CEU events centered around Race Street Pier, local 
nurseries, and successful streetscape projects; and a 
“guerilla greening” public relati ons event to coincide with 
Landscape Architecture Month.  Ten events are targeted for 
2012!  

Eastern Secti on encourages its members to get involved in 
planning secti on events.  Anyone wishing to volunteer or 
share an idea should contact the Secti on Chairs.  We look 
forward to hearing from you.   

Eastern Secti on Co-Chairs: 
Mike Davis, RLA, ASLA 
jmd@seidelplanning.com

Rachel Sclan Vahey, RLA, ASLA
rachel@infocusplanning.com

The Delaware Board of Landscape Architecture has 
proposed amendments to our licensure rules in order to 
bett er organize and clearly establish the standards 
governing the practi ce of Landscape Architecture in the 
State of Delaware.  A public hearing will be held on 
February 9, 2012, at 9:15am in the second fl oor conference 
room B of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, 
Dover, Delaware where members of the public can 
off er comments.  Anyone wishing to receive a copy of the 
proposed rules and regulati ons may obtain a copy from the 
following link:  htt p://regulati ons.delaware.gov/register/
december2011/proposed/15%20DE%20Reg%20774%20
12-01-11.htm

Persons wishing to submit writt en comments may forward 
these to the Board at the following address:  Delaware 
Board of Landscape Architecture, 861 Silver lake Blvd, 
Cannon Building, Suite 203, Dover, DE 19904.

In a separate eff ort, the Delaware Board of Landscape 
Architecture is preparing a draft  of revisions to Title 24 
code governing the practi ce of Landscape Architecture in 
order to address two issues:

1. The Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC) is revising the State of 
Delaware’s Sediment & Stormwater Control regulati ons.  
The new regulati ons will change the language concerning 
the professionals who are accepted to prepare stormwater 
management and erosion control plans from specifi cally 
listi ng professional engineers, professional land surveyors 
and registered landscape architects to plans prepared by 
“any registered professional whose code identi fi es them as 
being qualifi ed to perform these services”.
2. The State of Delaware’s defi niti on for the practi ce 
of landscape architecture must be updated so that it is in 
compliance with The Council of Landscape Architecture 
Registrati on Boards Model Law, which includes “designing 
land forms, storm water drainage, soil conservati on and 
erosion control methods”.  The Board is also considering to 
what extent the Delaware Landscape Architecture practi ce 
will include the “preparati on, review and analysis of land 
use master plans, subdivision plans, and preliminary plats”.  

Title 24 changes governing the practi ce of Landscape 
Architecture will require legislati ve approval and neces-
sitate a separate public hearing in the future.  We will let 
you know when that hearing is scheduled.  In the mean-
ti me, let the Delaware State Board of Landscape Archi-
tecture know what you think.  You can communicate with 
them through their website:  htt p://dpr.delaware.gov/
boards/landscape/



The Western Secti on began the New Year with the annual 
Aft er Holiday Party at Shiloh Grill on Mount Washington 
in Pitt sburgh.  Planning for the rest of the year is on-going 
and the calendar is beginning to fi ll up with many great 
events.  

Three CEU events are being planned for the year.  The fi rst 
CEU session is going to be a presentati on by Meg Coff ee, 
landscape architect with Olin and Associates of 
Philadelphia.  This event is being hosted by Chatham 
University and will be at their east campus building at the 
corner of Fift h Avenue and Penn Avenue on January 26th 
at 5:30.  The other sessions being planned include topics 
covering Rainwater Harvesti ng and Other Sustainable 
Practi ces for Irrigati on and Green Streets.  

There is a Secti on meeti ng scheduled for March 14th to 
plan events for April, Landscape Architecture Month.  

Social Events are being planned for the year calendar.  The 
social events being looked into include Lawn Bowling and 
Regulati on Bowling.  In June, there will be a night at PNC 
Park.

Hope to see you all at the events throughout the coming 
year.  Let us know if you have any ideas or comments or 
ti me to volunteer.

Co-chairs,

Aaron Richardson
arichardson@gatewayengineers.com

Thomas Swisher
tswisher@pennoni.com

Our Secti on has been busy (and getti  ng busier) with the 
planning for the 2012 Annual Meeti ng. This eff ort 
traditi onally consumes each Secti ons’ energy when they 
host the meeti ng.  Even with the April annual meeti ng 
approaching, we are hopeful to plan some other Secti on 
events for the 2012 year. Should you have any thoughts or 
ideas for events, please let me know.

The Secti on has been asked to co-sponsor numerous 
seminars and presentati ons as of late. With the increased 
number of conti nuing educati on credits now required for 
license renewal, we are committ ed to providing our mem-
bers as many quality program opportuniti es as 
possible. Each sponsorship request is reviewed by the 
Secti on offi  cers to confi rm that the presented materials 
are relevant to the profession. We will conti nue to monitor 
these requests, allowing members to obtain the necessary 
credits as effi  ciently as possible.

 I would like to remind all Secti on members that we sti ll 
have copies of “Landscape Architecture” magazine and 
Kelleann Fosters’ book “Becoming a Landscape Architect” 
for distributi on to local libraries throughout our Secti on. 
Please contact me should you want to present copies of 
these publicati ons to your local schools or public libraries.

Our next Secti on meeti ng is scheduled for Wednesday 
evening, January 18, 2012 at Tamanend Winery outside of 
Lancaster. This will be our annual Holiday event, promising 
to be a good ti me for all. I would invite all Chapter 
members to join us and contact us should you be able to 
att end.

Our Annual Meeti ng committ ee has been meeti ng 
regularly as we plan for the 2012 meeti ng  in Lancaster. 
Speakers and events are being arranged, culminati ng in 
what we think will be a meeti ng you will not want to miss.  
Plan to join us April 12-14, 2012 in Downtown Lancaster 
for the Annual Meeti ng. More details to follow in coming 
months.

We would like to make sure we keep everyone informed 
of Central Secti on acti viti es.  If you are a Central Secti on 
member and have not been receiving e-mails from us, or 
if your e-mail address has recently changed, please e-mail 
me with your current contact informati on.

With the month of December already upon us, I would like 
to extend a sincere wish to you and yours for a safe and 
festi ve holiday season.

Randy Wright, RLA, ASLA
Central Secti on Chair 

                                    
    CENTRAL SECTION REPORT         WESTERN SECTION REPORT
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Three Resume Rules for Baby Boomers
The most common concern 
among job seekers over 50 is 
that their resume tends to date 
them. While it's true that with 
age comes wisdom, it's also true 
that securing a great new job be-
comes challenging aft er a certain 
age. If you are a member of the 
baby boomer generati on you'll 
want to take note of the follow-
ing three resume rules.

1. Don't make it a history lesson.

One sure way to date yourself is 
to take your resume all the way 
back to your fi rst job out of col-
lege. That type of ancient history 
only serves to give a ti me line to 
your age. Worse yet, it may show 
a zig-zag career path that leaves 
the reader wondering how you 
arrived at your current career 
desti nati on.

When deciding how far back in 
your career history to go, think 
in terms of relevancy rather than 
years. As a general rule, go back 
only as far as it relates to your 
current career objecti ve. There 
are a few excepti ons to the rule. 
First, if your current career path 
is fi ve years or less you'll need to 
show a few years prior. Oth-
erwise the reader will wonder 
where you came from and how 
you got there. The second excep-
ti on is if you are returning to a 
previous career path and wish to 
show the experience. In that case 
you'll want to use the hybrid re-
sume format to allow your most 
relevant accomplishments up at 
the top of your resume.

2. Get rid of ancient technology.

Another way your resume says 
“old codger” is by your choice of 
technology informati on. Selling 
your skills with outdated technol-
ogy is as ineff ecti ve as an ad for 

buggy whips. It tells the reader that 
you are living in the past rather than 
solving today's problems with today's 
technology.

One way to weed out your resume of 
old technology is to test your resume 
against current job posti ngs. Compare 
the needed technology skills with 
what your resume lists. Delete what 
is no longer current. If you fi nd gaps 
look around for ways to bring your 
skills up to date. Professional associa-
ti ons oft en provide certi fi cati ons and 
special training to help bring you up 
to date.

3. Make the present as alluring as the 
past.

The worst resume error for post-fi ft y 
job seekers is when their chronologi-
cal resume shows all the best accom-
plishments in earlier employment 
entries. Nothing says “has been” like 
accomplishments that don't show 
up unti l page two or three. If your 
resume has no accomplishments illus-
trated for the most current fi ve years 
the reader has no choice but to con-
clude you are an “over the hill” worker 

with no ambiti on left . No employer 
wants to hire dead wood.

Given the downward trend of busi-
ness over the past several years, 
lack of resume accomplishments is 
a common problem. None the less, 
make all eff ort to include accomplish-
ments in your most recent years even 
if you feel that your best years were 

pre-2001. Think in terms of problems 
you've solved, costs you've cut, man-
hours you've saved and clients you've 
kept. 

Another way to get accomplishments 
on page one is with a hybrid resume 
format that allows you to create a 
highlight of accomplishments secti on 
at the top of page one.

Age discriminati on may be against 
the law, but we all know that it takes 
place. Don't let your resume stop you 
from getti  ng your chance to interview 
for your next job. Make sure your 
resume draws att enti on to your skills, 
abiliti es and accomplishment rather 
than your age. Let your success stories 
show how you can solve today's criti -
cal business problems.

Deborah Walker, Certi fi ed Career 
Management Coach

Think in 
terms of 
relevancy 
rather than 
years



Two Penn State Landscape Architec-
ture students and a Landscape Archi-
tecture alumnus are part of a design 
team that earned top prize in an inter-
nati onal competi ti on in Sardinia, Italy.

 The project—the redevelopment of 
the Red Rocks Arbatax square, a natu-
ral monument known for its beauty—
was led by Luca Peralta, a longti me 
design studio professor in Penn State’s 
Landscape Architecture Rome Pro-
gram. 

 Penn State Landscape Architecture 
students Scott  David Goodrich and 
Christopher Enyeart Johnson worked 
on the competi ti on as part of a sum-
mer internship with Peralta’s studio. 
The team also included Penn State 
Landscape Architecture alumnus Reid 
Allen Fellenbaum.

 Johnson and Goodrich spent the sum-
mer investi gati ng design alternati ves 
that informed the team’s fi nal propos-
al. Working in a foreign country with 
its att endant protocols and challenges 
gave the project an added learning 
component.  “I never thought about 
the possibility of internati onal work, 
and I learned so much about how the 
design process unfolds in a diff erent 
culture,” Johnson said.

 Formerly a quarry, the Red Rocks 
Arbatax Square is currently used for 
concerts and events. Led by a mission 
to restore and enhance the natural 

surroundings, Peralta’s team elimi-
nated man-made structures that 
they viewed as interrupti ons to the 
landscape. Rather than wire mesh 
fences, it used earthen mounds to 
create a barrier that integrates with 
the landscape. 

 The project’s showpiece is the 
entrance: an oak tree-fl anked walk 
aligned with one of the most disti n-
guished features of the site: a 

striking formati on of red rocks with a 
constructed opening thought to be a 
small window for observing boats that 
were passing behind the rocks. 

  “I believe we won this competi ti on 
because I didn’t try to put my signa-
ture in the ground,” Peralta said. “I 
tried to let the existi ng rocks speak 
more than me, avoiding any trendy 
design gestures. Someti mes design is 
not about adding. The beauty and the 
poetry is already there, and needs to 
be revealed.”

Penn State’s H. Campbell and Eleanor R. 
Stuckeman School of Architecture and 
Landscape Architecture is a leader in 
professional design educati on comprised of 
an interdisciplinary confederati on of strong 
design disciplines: Architecture, Design, and 
Landscape Architecture.
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Penn State Landscape Architecture Students, Alumnus 
Earn Top Prize in International Competition

The Red Rocks 
of Arbatax, 
one the most 
famous 
porphyry 
cliffs all 
around 
Sardinia.
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The last quarter of the year brought 
much acti vity for ASLA at the nati onal 
level.  At the Board of Trustees meet-
ing prior to the nati onal ASLA meeti ng 
in San Diego, the agenda was very 
full with extensive reports  over the 
course of the two days,  Those reports 
were both typical as well as contro-
versial including Program and Opera-
ti ons Report; Member and Chapter 
Services; SITES™ (Sustainable Sites 
Initi ati ve™); HALS (Historic American 
Landscapes Survey); Public Awareness 
Campaign; State/Federal Government 
Aff airs; 2012 Annual Operati ng Plan; 
2011 Finance and Investments Report; 
2012-2013 Operati ng Budgets; 2012-
2013 Capital Expense Budgets; Univer-
sal Licensure Designati on Policy; Task 
Force on Accreditati on and Reciproc-
ity Report and Recommendati on; 
Strategic Objecti ves Review/Revision, 
Bylaws Amendment Bill 2011-3 – 
Internati onal Members; ASLA Fund; 
and a SWOT Analysis (Strengths/
Weaknesses/Opportuniti es/Threats) 
Planning Discussion.   The two items 
of most interest were Universal Licen-
sure Designati on Policy and the Task 
Force on Accreditati on and Reciprocity 
Report and Recommendati on.

Agenda Item #11: ACTION ITEM:  Uni-
versal Licensure Designati on Policy
Purpose:  To present the Universal 
Licensure Designati on Policy as devel-
oped by the Licensure Committ ee and 
recommended for adopti on by the 
Policy Committ ee.
History and Background:  At its May 
2011 meeti ng, the Board of Trustees 
charged the ASLA Licensure Com-
mitt ee with developing a policy to 
identi fy and promote a universal 
designati on for licensure for consid-
erati on by the board at its October 
2011 annual meeti ng.  The committ ee 
developed this proposal, which has 
been reviewed and recommended for 
adopti on by the Policy Committ ee.  An 

update regarding the policy develop-
ment, including the identi fi cati on of 
PLA (professional landscape architect) 
as a universal designati on, was sent 
to the Board of Trustees and to state 
licensing boards in July.
The draft  policy encourages landscape 
architects to use a uniform post nomi-
nal designati on aft er their names to 
signify licensure.  The ASLA Licensure 
Committ ee has selected PLA (Exam-
ple:  Jane J. Smith, ASLA, PLA) as this 
designati on for two key reasons:
1. PLA will not confl ict with the 
existi ng legal terminology (licensure 
and registrati on), thereby allowing for 
universal usage; and
2. PLA is consistent with existi ng 
post nominal abbreviati ons for related 
disciplines such as engineering (PE) 
and land surveying (PLS).
A universal designati on will bett er 
identi fy licensed landscape architects 
to the public and potenti al clients, 
similar to the way that PE provides 
that identi fi cati on of licensed engi-
neers.  A licensure-specifi c designa-
ti on will bett er diff erenti ate between 
those who are licensed and unli-
censed throughout the profession, 
covering both ASLA-member and non-
member landscape architects.  
In recogniti on of the experti se of 
licensing boards, CLARB has par-
ti cipated in the development of this 
ASLA policy, contributi ng both to the 
policy intent and ongoing strategy for 
implementati on.  The use of PLA by 
landscape architects is not expected 
to require additi onal rule develop-
ment for licensing boards, given 
that it would fall under current ti tle 
restricti on provisions that restrict the 
use of any ti tle (or abbreviati on) that 
indicates the individual is a landscape 
architect.
The discussion and feedback during 
the policy development phase has 
revealed some key questi ons for this 
issue:

Why is ASLA developing this policy?
There is currently no uniform way 
for a licensed landscape architect to 
indicate that he/she is licensed.  Many 
use PLA, RLA, LLA, or LA to signify li-
censure.  The lack of a consistent post 
nominal abbreviati on makes it more 
diffi  cult for potenti al clients and the 
general public to identi fy a licensed 
practi ti oner.  The ASLA Board of 
Trustees charged the ASLA Licensure 
Committ ee with developing a policy to 
identi fy and encourage the customary 
use of a common licensure designa-
ti on.
Why did the ASLA Licensure Commit-
tee choose PLA? State laws and regu-
lati ons use diff erent terms to denote 
professional regulati on of landscape 
architects, with many using licensure, 
others using registrati on, and several 
using both.  These terms were origi-
nally intended to signify diff erent lev-
els of regulati on; however, common 
usage has blurred these defi niti ons for 
the design professions so that licen-
sure and registrati on are oft en used 
interchangeably.  The ASLA Licensure 
Committ ee chose PLA for two reasons.  
First, PLA does not confl ict with the 
existi ng legal terminology (licensure 
and registrati on), thereby allowing 
for universal usage.  States that use 
registrati on or licensure may not be 
comfortable with its licensees using 
the other term, making PLA a neutral 
designati on that can apply to both 
terms.  Second, PLA is consistent with 
existi ng post nominal abbreviati ons 
for related disciplines, such as engi-
neering (PE) and land surveying (PLS).
How would the use of PLA aff ect exist-
ing licensure laws and regulati ons?
State laws are writt en to ensure that 
only qualifi ed individuals hold them-
selves out as landscape architects.  
Laws typically reserve “landscape ar-
chitect” and “landscape architecture” 
for licensees and someti mes include 
restricti ons on other ti tles, such as 
“registered landscape architect” or “li-
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censed landscape architect.”  Further, 
the ti tle protecti on provisions prohibit 
any unlicensed individual from in any 
way holding himself or herself out to 
practi ce landscape architecture, which 
includes abbreviati ons and other 
derivati ons of the term landscape 
architecture.  At the present ti me, 
no state law or regulati on assigns 
specifi c post nominal lett ers that li-
censed landscape architects must use.  
States may be interested in changing 
rules to specify that the use of PLA 
(professional landscape architect) is 
restricted, but it is not expected that 
rule changes will be required because 
existi ng language covers use of all 
iterati ons of “landscape architect.”
My state uses RLA on its stamp.  Can I 
use PLA?
Yes.  The post nominal abbreviati on 
PLA is intended as a customary desig-
nati on to identi fy oneself as a land-
scape architect with a valid license/
registrati on.  As long as the individual 
has a valid license in the state, that 
licensee can use PLA aft er his/her 
name to signify licensure.  The state 
could choose to change its rules and 
stamp design to be consistent with 
PLA, but it is not necessary and ASLA 
does not intend to advocate for such 
changes.
What is the responsibility of the 
licensee?
As the PLA designati on is intended to 
signify licensure, it is the responsibility 
of the licensee who uses PLA to re-
main in compliance with their respec-
ti ve licensure requirements and only 
to use the designati on in jurisdicti ons 
where the licensee has a valid license.
What is the responsibility of the 
licensing board?
Because the use of PLA would signify 
licensure, the existi ng ti tle restricti on 
provisions will provide the authority 
for state licensing boards to take en-
forcement acti on in the same way that 
they can currently enforce the use of 
the ti tle landscape architect by those 

who are not licensed.  In keeping with 
existi ng ti tle restricti on provisions, 
state licensure boards alone have the 
authority to ensure that only individu-
als with a valid license hold them-
selves out as landscape architects, 
including the use of PLA.
What do you think of the new desig-
nati on of PLA? You may contact me 
through our chapter website or via 
lvavro@psu.edu
Agenda Item #12: ACTION ITEM:  Task 
Force on Accreditati on and Reciprocity 
Report
Purpose:  To present the Report and 
Recommendati on of the Task Force on 
Accreditati on and Reciprocity.
History and Background:  At the April 
2010 ASLA Board of Trustees meeti ng, 
it was suggested that a task force be 
created to explore the impacts related 
to the inability of the Landscape Archi-
tectural Accreditati on Board (LAAB) to 
accredit non-degree-granti ng pro-
grams.  The Task Force on Accredita-
ti on and Reciprocity was formed, with 
the charge to:
Identi fy potenti al advantages, disad-
vantages, and challenges for expand-
ing the role of the Landscape Archi-
tectural Accreditati on Board (LAAB) to 
evaluate other degree-granti ng and 
non-degree-granti ng programs.  Spe-
cifi cally, the task force should review 
the impact of the status quo on licen-
sure eligibility for professionals with-
out a degree from an LAAB-accredited 
landscape architecture program, 
including graduates of the California 
certi fi cate extension programs.
The task force makes the following 
recommendati on:
The ASLA Task Force on Accreditati on 
and Reciprocity recommends that 
the scope of the Landscape Archi-
tectural Accreditati on Board should 
be expanded to include non-degree 
granti ng fi rst-professional landscape 
architecture programs.  These pro-
grams must be able to meet the same 
standards that are used to evaluate 

degree-granti ng programs.  There 
are areas where the accreditati on 
standards will need to recognize the 
insti tuti onal model of the certi fi cate 
program, in the same way that the 
existi ng standards recognize the diff er-
ences between bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees, and care must be taken 
to maintain the existi ng standards for 
accreditati on of all programs.  The 
task force believes it is essenti al to the 
integrity of accreditati on that certi fi -
cate programs require a bachelor’s de-
gree as a prerequisite to entry into a 
certi fi cate program.  This recommen-
dati on is intended to expand the eli-
gibility for accreditati on to programs 
that provide an educati on equivalent 
to that of degree-granti ng programs.  
The task force acknowledges that it 
is the responsibility of LAAB to deter-
mine whether any program meets the 
accreditati on standards.
Acti on Requested:  Approval of the re-
port and recommendati on of the Task 
Force on Accreditati on and Reciproc-
ity.  Unfortunately the recommenda-
ti on was passed through a relati vely 
ti ght vote.  
As you can gather I was in the dissen-
ti on camp.  Why?  I am the Trustee 
of a Chapter which encompasses fi ve 
(5) accredited landscape architecture 
schools/programs.  These accredited 
programs are housed at Chatham 
University (MLA) in Pitt sburgh, PA; 
Penn State University (BLA and MLA) 
in University Park, PA; Temple Uni-
versity at Ambler (BLA) with a new 
MLA not yet accredited; University of 
Pennsylvania (MLA) and Philadelphia 
University (BLA) both in Philadelphia, 
PA.  In preparing my vote, I had heard 
extensively from Mary Myers, Ph.D. , 
RLA, department chair of Temple Uni-
versity’s landscape architecture and 
horti culture programs.
Mary Myers brought forth very seri-
ous concerns and addressed the BOT 
in San Diego from the perspecti ve 
of both the Landscape Architecture 
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Accreditati on Board (LAAB) and the 
Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture (CELA).  The points made 
were very well taken and are noted 
below verbati m or paraphrased:
Although the Task Force’s report 
states “that the same standards will 
be used as those used for degree 
granti ng programs.  However, it is 
likely that the standards will need to 
change because, for example, full ti me 
faculty numbers cannot be met.”
The concerns are:
• LAAB’s mandate is to review 
educati onal programs leading to fi rst 
professional degrees at the bachelors 
or masters level.  There has not been 
adequate ti me for study, dialog and 
input into this signifi cant change. 
• No other allied professional 
discipline accredits certi fi cate pro-
grams.  At a ti me when other disci-
plines are increasing their standards, 
(see Interior Design below)--how 
might this aff ect professional parity? 
• Neither NAAB (Architecture), 
nor PAB (Planning), nor ABET (Engi-
neering), nor CIDA (formerly FIDER, 
Interior Design) accredit certi fi cate 
programs.
• CIDA (aka FIDER) used to ac-
credit certi fi cates (beginning in +1980) 
but later (2004) terminated this policy 
saying that “the bachelors’ degree 
needs to be the entry point into the 
profession.” 
• Concerns about “growing the 
profession” are currently being met 
through new university programs.  In 
spring 2011 alone the LAAB reviewed 
candidacy for 4 new professional de-
gree programs, and several more are 
on the horizon.  As of 2011 there are 
86 accredited programs at 67 insti tu-
ti ons and the 2018 projecti on is for 
about 100 programs at 75 insti tuti ons.
• In many states licensure re-
quires an accredited bachelors or mas-
ters degree; accreditati on of certi fi -
cate programs would require changes 

to the licensure laws in these states
The primary concern is that the pro-
posal may bring unintended conse-
quences resulti ng in a weakening of 
our profession. Thus far the review 
has not comprehensively addressed 
potenti al concerns such as impacts to 
existi ng programs, new programs and 
costs to degree programs.
The request made was that this item 
be tabled unti l further review by 
LAAB and the Council of Educators in 
Landscape Architecture (CELA) with 
open discussion about pros and cons 
among ASLA members.  Unfortunately 
the preliminary vote was made to 
pass the accreditati on of certi fi cate 
programs.
Please read over these points and 
let me know your opinions.  If you 
feel strongly against accreditati on of 
certi fi cate programs I implore you to 
voice your opinion to the President 
of nati onal ASLA, Susan M.Hatchel, 
FASLA and any Trustee you may know, 
as well as your alma mater.
 To reiterate, below is a detailed list of 
concerns and questi ons.  
1. No other allied professional dis-
cipline accredits non degree grant-
ing programs.  NAAB (Architecture), 
PAB (Planning), EAC (the Engineering 
Accreditati on Commission of ABET), 
and CIDA (formerly FIDER, Interior 
Design) accredit only professional 
degree granti ng programs.  The trend 
of allied professions is toward more 
rigorous requirements.  For example, 
CIDA used to accredit certi fi cates 
(beginning in +1980) but later (2004) 
terminated this policy stati ng “the 
bachelors’ degree needs to be the 
entry point into the profession.”
2. Given point #1, how will expanding 
the scope aff ect the future status of 
landscape architects when interacti ng 
with our peer design professionals? 
a. Will this diminish the stature of 
landscape architects in the eyes of ar-
chitects, planners, interior designers, 

civil engineers, and our clients
b. Will this give other professions, 
such as civil engineers, a stronger 
case as they lobby with agencies to 
prevent landscape architects from 
sealing grading plans and stormwater 
general permit plans, as they do in 
some places now? And will it limit 
our ability to expand the scope of our 
responsibiliti es?
c. Qualifi cati ons for licensure and 
reciprocity are set at the state level.  
While 32 states have routes to li-
censure not requiring an accredited 
degree, 18 states do require it.  There 
is no guarantee that these states will 
accept candidates with accredited cer-
ti fi cates for licensure or reciprocity.  
3. Degree granti ng programs are cur-
rently expanding to meet the needs of 
the profession.  In spring 2011 alone 
the LAAB reviewed candidacy for 4 
new professional degree programs, 
and several more are on the horizon.  
As of 2011 there are 86 accredited 
programs at 66 insti tuti ons. It is anti ci-
pated that there will be 90 accredited 
programs by summer 2012.  A conser-
vati ve esti mate is that there will be 
100 accredited programs at 75 insti tu-
ti ons by 2018. 
4. LAAB has worked hard over the 
years to craft  accreditati on standards 
that respond to the needs of the 
profession.  The Board is concerned 
about applying the same standards to 
non-degree granti ng programs whose 
insti tuti onal mandates and levels of 
supports are very diff erent than those 
of degree programs. If the certi fi cate 
programs are unable to meet the 
standards, will alternate standards 
need to be developed to provide 
avenues for success? Will the pros-
pect of accreditati on for certi fi cate 
programs halt progress in establishing 
degree programs, or cause insti tuti ons 
with new, or currently “low enrolling” 
graduate programs, to consider elimi-
nati ng those in favor of a non-degree 
alternati ve?
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As noted, this is a serious issue with 
apparent ramifi cati ons that will be 
discussed again and possibly voted 
into the Bylaws of the Society at the 
next Board of Trustees mid-year meet-
ing, now set for May 12-13, 2012 in 
Washington D.C.  Please be involved, 
I would like to hear your opinions and 
would appreciate being contacted by 
you prior to May 2012.  You may con-
tact me through our chapter website 
or via lvavro@psu.edu  or parti cipate 
in addressing many issues and future 
directi ons at the Chapter Retreat at 
Wyndham Garden Hotel Harrisburg/
Hershey Friday, February 03, 2012 
10:00 AM to Saturday, February 04, 
2012 5:00 PM.
For more informati on visit our web 
site,landscapearchitects.org

 As the year comes to a close, 
my best wishes for a wonderful 
holiday season and a Happy, Healthy, 
Prosperous 2012!!  Hope to see you 
at the annual PA-DE ASLA Chapter 
conference in Lancaster County Con-
venti on Center and Marriott  at Penn 
Square, April 12-14, 2012.

Respectf ully submitt ed…
Lisa A. Kunst Vavro, RLA, ASLA
PA/DE ASLA Chapter Trustee

TRUSTEES REPORT

Abdulrahman Zawawi, a second-year master’s of 
landscape architecture student at Chatham 
University in Pitt sburgh, joined seven others from 
the ASLA student chapter’s conti ngent at a tree-
planti ng initi ati ve Nov. 4. The event was part of a 
citywide initi ati ve sponsored by TreeVitalize 
Pitt sburgh, the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
and Nine Mile Run Watershed Associati on. The 
Chatham group, which included not only students, 
but also one spouse, one friend and faculty adviser 
Anne Withey, chose to plant trees in the borough 
of Wilkinsburg because Mrs. Withey’s Urban Design 
Studio class centered its fall semester project work 
in that neighborhood.



18

Melanie Tantillo, LEED AP in Philadelphia
800.430.6206 x1330  |  269.337.1380 fax
melaniet@landscapeforms.com
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State Board of Landscape Architects 

Renewal Information: 
    
Licenses expire May 31 of every odd-numbered year. Li-
censees are required to meet the Board’s continuing educa-
tion requirement as a condition for renewal of their licenses.
  
** PLEASE NOTE: Under the recently amended Law (Act 
24 of 2009), All Licensees will be required to obtain 24 
hours of continuing education, completed in accordance with 
the Board’s regulations, beginning June 1, 2011 through 
May 31, 2013 as a condition of the renewal of their license 
for the 2013-2015 Biennial period. 
   
** The State Board of Landscape Architects (Board) amends 
§15.12  of the Board’s regulations (relating to fees). The 
fi nal-form rulemaking increases the biennial license renewal 
fees for landscape architects from $125 to $194. The new 
biennial renewal fees will take effect for the biennial period 
beginning June 1, 2011.
 
The Board offi ce will mail out renewal reminders to your 
address of record, approximately 60 days prior to the expira-
tion date of your license. You will need to follow the instruc-
tions provided in the reminder to renew your license on-line 
or to obtain a paper renewal application. 
 
The Postal Service does not forward licenses. 
If your license has expired please contact the Board Offi ce 
either by phone at 717-772-8528 or by e-mail:  
ST-LANDSCAPE@state.pa.us   

 

12 PDH (CEU’s) of the required 24 PDH 
(CEU’s) may be obtained via electronic media 

SILVER
SPONSORS

Davey Tree Expert Co.
485 Devon Park Drive
Suite 111
Wayne, PA  19087
610.964.2804
www.davey.com

General Recreation, Inc.
P.O. Box 440
Newtown Square, PA  19073
800.726.4793
generalrecreationinc.com

Pine Hall Brick Co.
2701 Shorefair Drive
Winston-Salem, NC 27105
336.779.6116
www.claypaver.com

Whitacre Greer Company
1400 South Mahoning Ave.
Alliance, OH 44601
800.947.2837
www.wgpaver.com

BRONZE
SPONSORS

Bartlett Tree Experts
152 Montgomery Avenue
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
610.664.3200
www.bartlett.com

Landscape Forms, Inc
359 Hickory Lane
Haddonfi eld, NJ 08033
800.337.1330

For specifi c information 
on licensing, fees and 
rules and regulations, 
contact: 

State Board of Landscape 
Architects 
P.O. Box 2649, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649 
Phone - (717) 772-8528 
Fax - (717) 705-5540 
ST-LANDSCAPE@state.pa.us 

19


