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SITE HISTORY
Etna’s mill and furnaces flourished in the 1800’s as some of the heaviest producers of steel in the US. 

The Isabella Furnace was built in 1872 and became a prototype of modern blast furnace design.



SITE CONTEXT
The 0.9 acre site is situated between the Allegheny River, railroad tracks, and a municipal industrial park. These neglected places are a 

common occurance in Pennsylvania due to industrial heritage, past industries, or poor planning and design.



SITE CONSTRUCTION
The project was made possible by over seven various funding sources and was completed in two separate phases.

JUNE 2019

MAY 2021

JUNE 2021



MULTI-DIMENSIONAL SPACES
The zig-zag pattern of the trail maneuvers realities of a former industrial site, inclusive of a wellhead building, railroad control boxes, 

and utility vaults.



MATERIALITY
Materials familiar to the industrial vernacular, such as concrete, steel, and wood were used creatively throughout the site.



THE HUB
To support riders of the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail, the Hub offers bike racks, a bike repair station and seating.



NATIVE PLANTS
The plant palette for the Park was developed in conjunction with the Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania to ensure an 

ecologically-responsible and habitat enriching variety of plant material that will sustain life year-round. 



ART THROUGH SIGNAGE
Safety barriers were intentionally designed to become illuminated canvases featuring art which celebrates the evolution of Etna.



PARAMETRIC DESIGN TECHNIQUES
In order to impose historic and modern day site imagery on corten, a parametric design process was used to convert images to a series 

of perforated circles, varying in diameter and density to replicate the specific images.



ILLUMINATION
Subtle lighting illuminates the perforated corten panels to further reveal the site specific imagery, such as an abstract interpretation of 

the Pittsburgh region’s three rivers and a dot icon indicating Etna’s location.



A REGIONAL WIN
Local, regional, and state supporters attended the October 2021 ribbon cutting. The completion of this portion of the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail 

is a regional achievement and critical step in completing the connection along the Allegheny River.


