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A Mill has existed at the site since 1796 and the dam and waterfall were iconic cultural landscape features. The pond 

was used for recreation and the dam as a backdrop for many family photographs by area residents. 

1904 20161977
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After dewatering of the impoundment in 2008, parts of the former pond became classified as wetlands, adding to the 

adaptive reuse challenges in converting the site into a passive park. 

2010
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Several years after dewatering, the site filled with invasive and non-native plant species with limited habitat value. 

There was a several foot thick layer of legacy silt over most of the 6.4-acre site. 
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The master plan design by the landscape architect that was the basis for construction documents by the landscape 

architect / engineer team.  This is also one of the interpretive signs installed in the park. 



General Design Category Hershey’s Mill Park - Dam Removal & Stream Restoration 6

In order to lower the creek to the bottom elevation of 
the former dam in a sustainable manner, a series of 
step pools were created along the two reaches of the 
creek. This also allowed the construction of the pond to 
be accomplished cost-effectively since this required 
that legacy sediments be retained on site. 
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Drone photograph of the park under construction with dam wall remnant at upper left. Pond in center with forebay to 

the right. A weir below the forebay spins water into the pond in controlled manner from the primary stream reach in 

the lower right.  

2021
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A closeup of the planting plan showing the confluence between reaches 1 and 2. 12 species of trees, 10 shrub 

species, 21 herbaceous species, 3 live stake species and several conservation seed mixes were planted. Summer 

2022 photographs follow.  

Red Maple Acer rubrum Smooth Alder Alnus serrulata

Swamp Milkweed 

Asclepias incarnata Blue flag Iris versicolor
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The text

Pond, 2022
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The text

Weir, forebay, pond beyond, former mill - upper right 
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The text

Chubs in creek, 2022
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The text

Visitors and step pools 
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The text

Observation deck, former dam wall to right
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Boardwalk will be masked by emerging vegetation 
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The text
Boardwalk winds its way past pond and wetlands
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