
Landscape Field Notes from a Post Pandemic Future 

With the challenges of a global pandemic that forced isolation, and a rise in authoritarianism and fearmongering, how does one make reason out of 
chaos, and opportunity out of tumult? 
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A World In Tumult —
How Do We Respond?



Opportunity Out of Tumult

Our studio came together to find a voice, language, and identity in the melee of uncontrollable circumstances, and invited constituency to 
participate in our conversations, recognizing that landscape, the connective tissue on which we stand, has the potential to render equity.  
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Landscape Field Notes from a Post Pandemic Future

An instagram interactive “magazine” was created to address issues of public health, social justice, environmental justice, art, and history - all 
aspects held within landscape architecture - where our discipline can positively inform future constructs by uniting communities through dialogue. 
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v

Landscape Field Notes  
from a Post-Pandemic Future:  

A Digital Magazine



Developing Language Out of a Mission

[LAND-SCAP]

LANDSCAP
Noun: Archaic English (Mid-1600s) 1. Landscape

The Suffix “scape” in “landscape” posits the 
presence of a unifying principle which positions 
one view, a bounded landscape, as representative 
of the larger environment or entire landscape. 

(Benjamin Lorch, The University of Chicago, Origins of Media, 2002)

Graphics rooted in empathy and inclusivity

How to Establish a Common Language

Born from an empathy focused mission, and guided by defining “landscape” as a single point of view of the broad horizon, inclusive of static 
systems, living systems, sociology, and anthropology, a universal graphic language was created to cultivate accessible dialogue. 
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Creating an Accessible Language
An invitation for everyone to participate

Minimal Complex

Realistic

Expressive

Describing an Accessible Language

With an appreciation that the audience might range from age 8-80, we wanted to ensure that what we created was engaging and simple. After 
exploring a range of potentials, we arrived at an expressive and minimalist aesthetic. 
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Finding a Cohesive Voice
Abstracted shapes can be combined in many  
ways by non-illustrators to tell a variety of stories

Stories/Scenes Abstract Ideas

Finding a Cohesive Voice

Describing a language that gives everyone opportunites to express themselves, the creators worked through fundamental shapes and textures to 
allow for a language that is accessible to all and facilitates opportunities for storytelling and the expression of abstract ideas. 
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Instagram as a Vehicle for Expression

Instagram as a vehicle for expression allows for singular posts or up to 10 linear constructs, allowing for an arc of narrative that is both “bite-
sized” and rich in content.  
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Structured Stories

Context Visual Storytelling Statistics 
& Quotes

Diagrams & 
Infographics

Visual Storytelling Invitational Question

Structured Stories

The structure of each post follows an arc that allows for traditional expression - introduction, body, and coda in question form - facilitating the 
expression of ideas with stimulating punctuations, and engaging antecedents to spur conversation.  
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Impactful Medium
Instagram is an accessible platform that enables a community.

Polls:

Call to Action

Engagement

Sharing

Takeovers:

23% of adult social media users in the US say they 
have changed their views about a political or social 
issue because of something they saw on social  
media in the past year. (Pew Research Center Survey, 2020)

Takeovers afford insight into perspectives 
from different individuals and disciplines

Polls and questions allow for multiple voices 
to be heard in response to complex ideas

Impactful Medium

Instagram’s platform allows for sharing engagement and calls to action, in a manner that has potential to be exponentially impactful through 
shareability while having the capacity to solicit inquiry, comment, and takeover multiple points of view.  
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Intended Audience
@paulmurdocharchitects:  

“Great initiative - love  
the graphics!”

@ellestein: “@jo.guan  
thought you might  
like this account!”

@jaywalljay: “Yes! Can we  
talk about inequitable  

access to green space?”

@jonathan_geels: “That  
@splcenter ‘Whose Heritage’ 
report is exceptional. That 

monument graphic is a  
powerful tool.”

REACHING BROAD 
AUDIENCES 25-34: 37%

35-44: 27%
18-24: 16%

45-54: 9.6%

Top Countries Reached: 

Canada: 8.7%
India: 2.1%
US: 80.7%

UK: 1.3%

Our Followers’ Age Range:

Intended Audience

With an aspiration to positively inform diverse age range, ethnicities, and experiences, @Post_Pandemic_Landscape has the potential to reach a 
broad audience through versetile technology and an accessable visual language.  
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Process: Creating a Post (Collective Consciousness)

RESEARCH AND STORYBOARDING

VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON CHARETTES

The Collective Consciousness

Coming together virtually, and in-person when possible, thematic explorations were broken down into manageable sub-chapters from which 
instagram posts could be created. Limitation of up to 10 slides allowed for stategic posts consisting of manageable but deep content. 
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Process: Creating a Post (Individual Consciousness)

RESEARCH AND STORYBOARDING

“Working on posts, I’ve observed how each of us as designers 
address the same topic from varying angles based on 
individual experiences and narratives surrounding landscape. 
The biggest challenge has been balancing graphically 
breaking down these complex ideas brought up in our 
discussions in an understandable and informative way.”

Individual Consciousness

Working within sub-chapters, individuals were invited to tackle heavy subjects from a personal point of view, always, starting from a broad focus 
and ending in an invitation to participate, describing an accessible article that invites engagement. 
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Finalizing and Posting

Out in the World

With published posts concluding with a question or call to action, the invitation to participate becomes realized in responses from followers, many 
from a personal point of view, and some thoughtful self-reflection.
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A Teaching Moment

A Teaching Moment

Our goal is to empower designers and non-designers alike in discussions of daily civic life in which landscape is ever present, acting as a powerful 
cultural identifier of static and living systems. @Post_Pandemic_Landscapes broadens people’s understanding of landscape architecture’s global 
impact. 
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An Instagram Quilt

An Instagram Quilt

@Post_Pandemic_Landscapes has established a framework and language from which to discuss challenging topics in an accessable and enriching 
manner. The quilt continues to grow as a landscape and its palimpsest continue to expose more opportunities for engaging in productive dialogue. 

2023 ASLA PA-DE - Professional Design Award - Communications - Landscape Field Notes from a Post Pandemic Future


