
The LA River Master Plan builds on over two decades of planning to reimagine the LA River. Nearly one million people live within one mile of the LA River, and nearly 
half of LA County residents live within its watershed.
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PARAMOUNT

1,000,000 PEOPLE
THERE ARE NEARLY ONE MILLION  
PEOPLE THAT LIVE WITHIN ONE  
MILE OF THE LA RIVER.

51 MILES
THE LA RIVER IS 51 MILES IN 
LENGTH, RUNNING FROM CANOGA 
PARK TO LONG BEACH.

2,300 ACRES
THERE ARE 2,300 ACRES OF 
PRIMARILY PUBLICLY OWNED 
LAND WITHIN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY, 
INCLUDING THE RIVER CHANNEL.

THE ICONIC  
LOS ANGELES RIVER



A cornerstone of the engagement strategy was community meetings and surveys. Events led by community partners, such as the Native Communities Discussion, 
provided opportunities for deeper listening and forming stronger relationships with stakeholders throughout LA County.

COMMUNITY-DEFINED NEEDS  
COME FIRST

800
Youth Summit Participants

1,306
Participants Across 13 
Community Meetings

359
Attendees at Virtual 
Public Draft Meeting

5,592
Participants in 2 LARMP 

Telephone Town Halls

981,898
Digital Ad Impressions

1,650
Completed Online and 

In-Person Surveys



Interactive media such as this “Where Do You Live?” map allowed the team to collect location-specific feedback and track the strength of engagement efforts from 
community meetings.
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MEETING ATTENDEES & SURVEY RESPONDENTS 
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The river ruler is a vertical, straight-line representation of the 51 miles of the LA River. Over 200 river rulers were created from hundreds of datasets throughout the 
development of the plan.



Nearly half of the population of LA County is Hispanic / Latino. To reach as many residents as possible, the master plan’s main document, as well as several key 
supporting pamphlets, were produced in both English and Spanish.



Engaging LA County residents across geographic, language, and accessibility spectrums was critical to every step of the process to update the LA River Master Plan. 
Materials such as this kids’ activity book were designed and distributed in English and Spanish.



Pocket-sized topical fact books distill thematic information from the master plan around five topics for easy reference: arts and culture; ecosystems, parks, and open 
space; flood, water supply, and water quality; housing and displacement; and operations and maintenance.



The Design Guidelines present a unified, cohesive identity while promoting best practices and resiliency for the river corridor. They ensure a standard for design and 
facilitate decision-making in a multi-jurisdictional context.



Throughout the planning process, an engagement-specific LA River Master Plan website functioned as a digital archive, bulletin board, and portal to surveys. It also 
served as one of many forums for the public to share comments with the consultant team. 



A final master plan website at www.larivermasterplan.org provides access to interactive plan content and research tools. Here, users can also download PDFs of the 
master plan’s three volumes as well as high-resolution graphics.



The River Conditions Comparison Tool on the master plan website allows users to drag and drop “river ruler” representations of datasets onto a single grid to compare 
conditions across geographies and along the river’s full length. 



In addition to print media, communications during the planning process included a series of videos that animated information about water management, flood safety, 
and master plan content.

Stormwater Management in LA County



The final LA River Master Plan is contained in three volumes. These include a main document, published in English and Spanish, as well as two appendix documents 
containing design guidelines and technical backup information.



Cultivating an editorial look and feel, the master plan is filled with artful illustrations and mappings intended to make complex information accessible and interesting to 
the average reader and expand the audience beyond that of a typical master plan.



The master plan celebrates the role of the LA River in daily life. Highlighting the heron, the master plan mascot, and limited runs of hats, tote bags, water bottles, and 
mugs brought that celebration directly into planning and engagement processes.


