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Water storage
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Water Storage

OBSERVATION TOWER + PL A ZA

The site’s core contains artifacts of the former Pepper School which are repurposed as resources and are able to be 
occupied.  A new gathering plaza built over water storage tanks connects residents to retail and community spaces.



Willow oak
Quercus phellosWillow oak

Quercus phellos

Floating manna grass
Glyceria septentrionalis

Wood duck
Aix sponsa

New trees planted on three
harvested trunk hummocks

River birch
Betula nigra

Sweetgum
Liquidambar styraciflua

Black gum
Nyssa sylvatica

Buttonbush
Cephalanthus occidentalis

Flood Mitigation

FLOOD FOREST

At the site’s western edge, storm infrastructure takes the form of a floodable forest which doubles as waterfowl habitat.  
Proposed tree, shrub, and grass communities are based on similar inner coastal plain reference sites.

No flood condition Storm/flood - water gathers 
in strategic locations



The hydro-social center of the site is the fishing pond.  Many residents of the neighborhood reminisce on now-lost swimming holes, and catch-and-release 
fishing is popular.  Adjacent to circulation paths, the pond is a natural gathering point for water and residents.
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The pond contains fish habitat structures made of recycled concrete, has a variety of water depths, and is heavily-planted with a gradual littoral zone.  Floating 
wetlands help filter contaminants and agricultural nutrients from the adjacent village farm.

Large 
mouth bass

Fathead
minnow

Deep Middle Shallow Margin

VISITING 
OSPREY

GUARDRAIL WITH 
WOVEN PHRAGMITES 
AUSTRALIS

FLOATING WETLAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE 
SCULPTURE

FISH HABITAT STRUCTURE
5’-0” SAFETY 
BENCH

RECYCLED 
CONCRETE 

Communities migrate up slope as 
sea level rise increases ground 
water levels

RECYCLED CONCRETE 
RETAINING WALLS, DOWELED 
TOGETHER AND MORTARED

Pickerelweed
Pontederia cordata

Spatterdock
Nuphar lutea

Soft-stemmed bulrush
Schoenoplectus tabernae-
montani

Water lily
Nymphae odorata

Serviceberry
Amelanchier 
canadensis

Cardinal flower
Lobelia cardinalis

Swamp milkweed
Asclepias incarnata

Fringed sedge
Carex crinita

Bur-reed
Sparganium ameri-
canum

Arrow arum
Peltandra virginica

Three square
Schoenoplectus pun-
gens

Sweet flag
Acorus americanus

Blue flag iris
Iris versicolor

Sweet flag
Acorus americanus

Soft rush
Juncus effusus

Cardinal flower
Lobelia cardinalis
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Blue flag iris 
Iris versicolor

Fringed sedge 
Carex crinita

Pickerelweed
Pontederia cordata

Soft rush
Juncus effusus

Three square
Schoenoplectus pungens

Cardinal flower
Lobelia cardinalis

Serviceberry
Amelanchier canadensis

American sycamore
Platanus occidentalis

Observation Tower

Fishing 
Perch

As a social resource, aquatic habitat, and recreational opportunity, the pond connects community residents to water in ways which are mutually beneficial to 
both human and ecological health.

COMMUNIT Y POND


