
The @Scale project is framed around three interconnected questions: what (what lands should be prioritized), how (how might we move beyond existing divisions between 
land uses toward multi-benefit solutions), and who (what sorts of partnerships could facilitate all this).



Contemporary landscape architecture practice tends to focus on urban areas, which comprise only about 3% of the country’s land area. Beyond, vast rural areas of forest, 
shrubland, grassland, and agriculture warrant our attention, too.  



While work in urban environments has historically tended to dominate landscape architecture practice, there has been a lineage of designers who have embraced 
hinterlands, rural landscapes, broad regions, and specialized landscape types. 



One current initiative for shaping future land use on a broad scale is 30x30, which aims to conserve at least thirty percent of national lands and waters by the year 2030. 
Landscape architects can help establish criteria for land prioritization.



The most vulnerable lands are often those that are also the most attractive for development. This conflict must be managed for these environmentally sensitive lands, so 
they are not lost to development forever.



To create a pilot land prioritization mapping tool in GIS, twelve publicly available datasets representing assets and vulnerabilities were selected and combined into three 
‘input’ categories. When combined, these datasets indicate the need and opportunity for land protection.



Prioritization scores are generated for every acre of the continental US using publicly available datasets. The resulting map can be used to visualize and identify 
contiguous regions across political boundaries with unique opportunities and challenges to land protection.



Zooming in on “hotspots” with large, connected areas of high-priority lands provides opportunities to learn about regionally specific issues and test how different conditions 
(from existing land use patterns to political conditions) intersect with at-scale land management strategies. 



By visualizing multi-benefit land management strategies through a card deck, new combinations and partners can be tested. The card deck allows for a comprehensive 
inventory and increased legibility of the many factors playing out across public and private lands. 



Three key land typologies, row crops, pasture, and forest land, comprise the majority of land use in the United States. Transects of each typology highlight obstacles and 
opportunities for multi-benefit land management, which provide ecological benefits and increased access. 



Within each land typology, specific microclimates and actors present opportunities for physical interventions and coordinated policies. A case study of California forests 
highlights a web of governance and potential fuel reduction and recreation strategies for economic and ecological benefits. 



It is imperative to build broad coalitions around issues like land use and land protection. Initiatives like 30x30 will depend on creative collaboration and political action, on 
finding the right alignments among actors, even those who seem like unlikely partners.


